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Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) in patients with a preexisting duodenal stent covering the papilla is particularly challenging. The aim of this study was to describe a multicenter experience of performing ERCP in patients with biliary obstruction in whom the papilla was obscured by a preexisting duodenal stent. A total of 38 patients with preexisting duodenal stents obscuring the papilla underwent ERCP. Endoscopic biliary cannulation was successful in 13 patients (34.2 %). In 12 of these 13 patients (92.3 %), endoscopic therapy was performed during the same procedure and achieved clinical success with relief of jaundice in all cases (100 %). The most commonly utilized procedure in patients in whom ERCP failed was EUS-guided biliary drainage (EGBD; n = 13 /22, 59.1 %), followed by percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage (n = 9 /22, 40.9 %). Three patients in whom ERCP failed either did not consent to further intervention or were transferred to other centers. Thus, ERCP was technically challenging in our cohort of patients with preexisting duodenal stents, but was nonetheless successful in about one third of cases. Overall, when performed by experts, endoscopic biliary drainage (via ERCP or EGBD) can be successfully achieved in the majority of patients with indwelling duodenal stents.
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