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Abstract


Twelve medicinal agents and chemicals were assessed for microdose effects on the enzymes urease, diastase and trypsin. Silver nitrate and mercuric chloride had a slight effect on urease; mercuric chloride, sulphur and after them calcium chloride had marked effect on diastase, microdoses of Iris, phosphoric acid and arsenic on trypsin. Gold chloride had only a slight effect on diastase. The remaining preparations—benzoic acid, platinum chloride and insulin—had no effect.


An investigation was made to determine the effect of dynamized dilutions of iodine on starch, and the pH of phosphoric acid dilutions by electrometric methods.


It has been empirically shown that colorimetry provides the most sensitive method for assessing microdose effects (dilutions up to 10−100).








† Translation from the German of a paper entitled ‘Die Einwirkung von Mikrodosen saemtlicher Arzneimittel auf Fermente: Urease, Diastase und Trypsin’, Archives Internationales de Pharmacodynamie et de Therapie 1933; 46: 249–67. Translator: A. R. Meuss, FIL, MITI.
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