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Research meeting in Monaco

This is a report by Anthony Campbell of a meeting to which he was invited, together with D T Reilly, M Taylor and M D Jenkins; in order to participate in a discussion on present and future research into low dose effects. The meeting was part of a series hosted by Monaco on complementary medicine and allied subjects, known as Les Entretiens de Monaco sur les Medecines Energetiques. This year the discussion was centred on Infinitesimalité (roughly translated as ‘very low dose effects’). Fifteen people participated; nine of them from France; the other two were from Australia and Israel.

The quantity and quality of research in France came as a revelation to the British contingent. The author referred to the generally very high scientific standard of the papers presented. These workers evidently represented only about half of those currently working in France on low-dose effects. Their work was very largely based on animal experiments. Where the British had a clear lead was in clinical research. Reilly's recent hay fever study published in The Lancet was the only clinical contribution, and was particularly well received.

At the end of the meeting the group was invited to send three representatives to the planning committee of the Entretiens. Two French representatives and the author were elected. It was decided that the group would meet at least once a year in the same setting; would be known as Le Groupe Internationale de Recherche sur l’Infinitesimalité (GIRI); would publish a report of proceedings; and would be enlarged to include any researchers in the field. The author concluded: “GIRI marks an important and exciting new development in the study of low-dose effects. What is particularly interesting about the group is that it provides a setting in which clinicians, pharmacologists, physicists and others can meet to discuss these phenomena freely and without preconceptions”.[
          1
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