
Use of a plastic banded bag over the control body of the endoscope
for COVID-19 prevention: a comment

I would like to share ideas and comment
on the publication “Use of a plastic ban-
ded bag over the control body of the en-
doscope as a splash guard to minimize
the biological hazard during the COVID-
19 outbreak” [1]. The prevention of
COVID-19 is an important consideration
in medicine; in clinical endoscopy, pre-
vention is necessary. Using a plastic ban-
ded bag over the control body of the en-
doscope is a good idea for risk minimiza-
tion of COVID-19.Nevertheless, it is
questionable whether a plastic banded
bag is effective for this purpose or not,
because the SARS-CoV-2 virus is a small
virus (about 1µm). With the size of the
virus being extremely small, it might be
smaller than the pore size of the plastic
bag. This is the same physical fact that
means some kinds of facemask are not
useful for coronavirus prevention [2, 3].
Because there are various kinds of plastic
bag, which have different pore sizes, the
selection of a plastic bag that has a very
small pore size is necessary if it is to be
used for endoscope coverage.
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