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Transfer of a lumen-apposing metal stent to a different fistula for endoscopic
necrosectomy of walled-off pancreatic necrosis

» Fig.1 Computed tomography showing walled-off necrosis extended toward the right

pelvic cavity.

» Fig.3 X-ray before (a) and after stent transfer (b). The lumen-apposing metal stent was
transferred from the body fistula (red arrow) to the antrum fistula (yellow arrow), and the
plastic stent was transferred from the antrum fistula (yellow arrow) to the body fistula (red

arrow).

A 54-year-old man underwent multiple
rounds of endoscopic necrosectomy via a
15-mm-diameter lumen-apposing metal
stent (LAMS) (Hot AXIOS; Boston Scienti-
fic, Marlborough, MA, USA) in the gastric
body for a large walled-off pancreatic
necrosis (WON); however, infectious
WON remained (»Fig.1). Endoscopic
ultrasound-guided transmural drainage
with a plastic stent through the antrum

was performed. Because of the unstable
position of the echoendoscope, a LAMS
was not used. Endoscopic necrosectomy
was attempted 6 days later, but scope in-
sertion through the antrum fistula was
difficult. Thus, we attempted to transfer
the LAMS from the gastric body to the an-
trum fistula.

The distal flange of the LAMS removed
from the gastric body was grasped with
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» Fig.2 Endoscopic image of the esopha-
gus before replacement of the lumen-ap-
posing metal stent showing the distal
flange of the stent grasped with a snare
forceps (red arrow) through the right
channel of a two-channel endoscope and
the proximal flange inserted into the
other channel (yellow arrow).

20-mm snare forceps through one chan-
nel of a two-channel endoscope. The
manually compressed proximal flange
was retrogradely inserted into the other
channel (»Fig.2). The scope was inser-
ted into the WON, and the distal flange
was released into the cavity first. Next,
the scope was gradually withdrawn, and
an attempt was made to push the LAMS
using forceps to release the proximal
flange into the gastric lumen. However,
the proximal flange was unintentionally
released into the WON. A conventional
endoscope was then inserted into the
WON, and the proximal flange was suc-
cessfully withdrawn into the gastric lu-
men by grasping the proximal flange
with forceps. The LAMS placement facili-
tated smooth scope insertion into the
WON. Finally, for fistula maintenance,
the plastic stent removed from the an-
trum fistula was redeployed to the body
fistula (» Fig. 3, » Video 1).

Although the removal and replacement
of the same LAMS have been reported
recently [1-3], there have been no re-
ports of LAMS transfer to another fistula
for endoscopic necrosectomy. This case
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3 Video 1 Deployment of a lumen-apposing metal stent to a different fistula using a two-

channel endoscope.

suggests that endoscopic necrosectomy
from multiple fistulas with a single LAMS
is possible by transferring the LAMS to
another fistula with placement of a plas-
tic stent.
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