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The lobular capillary hemangioma, also
known as pyogenic granuloma, is a common benign vascular tumor that generally appears in the skin or oral cavity. Rarely,
it may arise in the small intestine and
cause refractory bleeding [1]. Resection
is the mainstay of treatment as spontaneous regression is uncommon. We report the case of a 13-year-old girl presenting with chronic refractory iron-deficiency anemia. She complained of intermittent weakness over the past 3 years.
Previous endoscopy and colonoscopy revealed only an edematous major papilla.
Biopsy showed exuberant granulation tissue. At the time of referral to our center,
she had already received several intravenous iron infusions and blood transfusions.
We performed a side-viewing endoscopy
and found a 15-mm erythematous polypoid lesion in the major papilla (▶ Fig. 1).
We performed new biopsies, and histopathological results were consistent with
the diagnosis of pyogenic granuloma.
We decided to proceed with an endoscopic papillectomy. We resected the
major papilla using the standard technique, but we kept the snare entirely
closed for 5 minutes before applying the
electrical current. This technical peculiarity aimed to promote primary hemostasis, thus avoiding later bleeding ( ▶ Fig. 2,
▶ Video 1). The procedure was on an inpatient basis.
The patient had an uneventful postprocedural course and was discharged 3 days
after the resection. At 6 months, hemoglobin levels and iron profile had returned
to normal. She required no further intravenous iron infusion or blood transfusions. The specimen analysis confirmed
the diagnosis of lobular capillary hemangioma (pyogenic granuloma) (▶ Fig. 3,
▶ Fig. 4).
This is the first report of a pediatric pyogenic granuloma in the major papilla;
previous reports have all been in adults
[2–5]. Pyogenic granuloma in the major
papilla is rare and endoscopic resection

▶ Fig. 1 Endoscopic aspects of the pyogenic granuloma. a, b A 15-mm erythematous polypoid lesion was found in the major papilla.

▶ Fig. 2 The resected specimen as a soft polypoid lesion of 20 × 15 × 12 mm. a Luminal side of
the lesion. b Resection side of the lesion.

Video 1 Endoscopic resection of a pyogenic granuloma of the major papilla.
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is a possible therapeutic alternative even
in childhood.

▶ Fig. 4 The lesion showed proliferation
of capillary vessels with a rich component
of inflammatory cells, edema, and sparse
fibrosis, and no nuclear atypia or mitotic
activity (hematoxylin and eosin, × 100).
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▶ Fig. 3 An ulcerated polypoid lesion in
the major papilla mucosa. The lesion exhibited lobular architecture with an exophytic and non-infiltrative growth pattern
(hematoxylin and eosin, × 20).

