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Abstract

        
Incubation of dog thyroid slices with phospholipase A (10- 40 u/ml) or Lubrol PX (0.08-0.4%) caused a diminution in the subsequent TSH effect on the tissue cyclic AMP level and glucose oxidation. The same treatment had no effect on the basal level of these parameters.


        
 When the phospholipase A or Lubrol PX-treated slices were rinsed intensively with a Krebs-Ringer bicarbonate buffer and then incubated at 37°C in the same buffer for a further 1 to 3 hours, responsiveness to TSH recovered progressively reaching almost completely that of the control slices. Again, these procedures were without any significant effect on the responsiveness of the control slices.


        
 The above results together with those reported previously suggest strongly that phospholipids are an essential component of the plasma membrane system by which TSH stimulates adenylate cycles activity. In addition, these essential lipids in the membrane appear to be renewed rather efficiently in this tissue, thus securing the functional integrity of the thyroid in the face of various deleterious situations.
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