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Abstract

        
Atrial fibrillation is the most common arrhythmia requiring
			 treatment interventions with a high prevalence in elderly patients. In elderly
			 asymptomatic patients rate control is the therapy of choice, whereas in
			 symptomatic patients antiarrhythmic therapy or pulmonary vein isolation would
			 be preferred. However, many currently used antiarrhythmic drugs have limited
			 efficacy and cause irreversible organ toxicity. Amiodarone is the most potent
			 antiarrhythmic agent for the treatment of atrial fibrillation. However, its use
			 is limited by toxic effects on thyroid, lungs, liver, cornea, skin, and
			 peripheral nerves. Thus compound development is more focused on congeners of
			 Amiodarone. Dronedarone is a noniodinated benzofuran with similar
			 electrophysiological effects compared to Amiodarone. Other compounds are under
			 investigation. This review summarizes preclinical and clinical findings of
			 these agents.
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