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Abstract

K2HPO4 is an efficient catalyst for the
transesterification reaction to produce methyl esters. Various functional
groups are compatible under the mild reaction conditions.
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was added K2HPO4 (0.1 equiv). The mixture
was heated at reflux for 1 h and concentrated under reduced pressure.
The crude material was then dissolved in EtOAc-hexane (1:1,
10 mL). The mixture was filtered through a thin silica gel pad.
The filtrate was concentrated under reduced pressure to give the N-Cbz-threonine methyl ester(8) in 92% yield.
[bookmark: RU03510ST-11]11  The role of K2HPO4 in
the mild transesterification reaction has been unclear. In our experiments
using various inorganic salts, the reaction rate and product yield
were varied and not necessarily dependent on the cationic or anionic
nature of inorganic salts.
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