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(a) aq HCI, 37% yield
(b) 40% NaOH, PhMe, 35% yield

(c) 2-formylphenyl boronic acid, EtOH, K,COg, Pd(PPh3)4, 95% yield

(d) 1, BF3-OEty, p-chloranil, TEA, CHCl3, 7% yield
(e) Ni(acac),, PhMe, 73% yield
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Significance: This work describes the synthesis
of a phenylazopyridine (PAP) decorated porphyrin
system. The resulting pophyrin derivative is dia-
magnetic when the PAP arm is in the trans geom-
etry. Upon irradiation, the PAP isomerizes to the
cis form yielding a paramagnetic complex.
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Comment: The authors have created a simple but
elegant system with controllable magnetic proper-
ties. The porphyrin is capable of cycling between
the two states over 10,000 cycles with no ob-
served degradation. Preliminary results suggest
this complex may be promising as an MRI con-
trast agent.
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