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Abstract

A facile synthesis of 1,2-diketone derivatives have been achieved
from o-(alk-1-ynyl)benzamide derivatives
in good to excellent yields by molecular iodine-catalyzed electrophilic
reaction. The reaction proceeds via formation of an (isochromenylidene)benzenaminium
intermediate formed by the intramolecular neighboring group assistance
of the ortho-amide group.
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molecular iodine - 
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