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Most patients in the United States with life-threatening hemoptysis have chronic pulmonary diseases such as cystic fibrosis; in other parts of the world, tuberculosis is more common. In either case, bleeding sites are typically perfused by one or several bronchial arteries. Patients face significant mortality from asphyxiation when massive hemoptysis is untreated; embolization is appropriate in anyone with severe hemoptysis and is commonly life-saving. It should not be restricted to patients with severe hemoptysis only; it may also be appropriate for some patients with mild hemoptysis and coexistent severe respiratory compromise.
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