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Abstract



            
Background Blood lactate is accepted as a mortality risk marker in intensive care units (ICUs), especially after cardiac surgery. Unfortunately, most of the commonly used ICU risk stratification scoring systems did not include blood lactate as a variable. We hypothesized that blood lactate alone can predict the risk of mortality after cardiac surgery with an accuracy that is comparable to those of other complex models. We therefore evaluated its accuracy at mortality prediction and compared it with that of other widely used complex scoring models statistically.



            
Methods We prospectively collected data of all consecutive adult patients who underwent cardiac surgery between January 1, 2007, and December 31, 2009. By using χ2 statistics, a blood lactate–based scale (LacScale) with only four cutoff points was constructed in a developmental set of patients (January 1, 2007, and May 31, 2008). LacScale included five categories: 0 (≤ 1.7 mmol/L); 1 (1.8–5.9 mmol/L), 2 (6.0–9.3 mmol/L), 3 (9.4–13.3 mmol/L), and 4 (≥ 13.4 mmol/L). Its accuracy at predicting ICU mortality was evaluated in another independent subset of patients (validation set, June 1, 2008, and December 31, 2009) on both study-population level (calibration analysis, overall correct classification) and individual-patient-risk level (discrimination analysis, ROC statistics). The results were then compared with those obtained from other widely used postoperative models in cardiac surgical ICUs (Sequential Organ Failure Assessment [SOFA] score, Simplified Acute Physiology Score II [SAPS II], and Acute Physiology and Chronic Health Evaluation II [APACHE II] score).



            
Results ICU mortality was 5.8% in 4,054 patients. LacScale had a reliable calibration in the validation set (2,087 patients). It was highly accurate in predicting ICU mortality with an area under the ROC curve (area under curve [AUC]; discrimination) of 0.88. This AUC was significantly larger than that of all the other models (SOFA 0.83, SAPS II: 0.79 and APACHE II: 0.76) according to DeLong's comparison. Integrating the LacScale in those scores further improved their accuracy by increasing their AUCs (0.88, 0.81, and 0.80, respectively). This improvement was also highly significant.



            
Conclusion Blood lactate accurately predicts mortality at both individual patient risk and patient cohort levels. Its precision is higher than that of other commonly used “complex” scoring models. The proposed LacScale is a simple and highly reliable model. It can be used (at bedside without electronic calculation) as such or integrated in other models to increase their accuracy.
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