Mucinous carcinoma of the eyelid with colonic
mass: a rare partnership

Mucinous carcinoma of the eyelid is a rare
cancer. In medicine, rarely will the diag-
nosis of one cancer lead to the diagnosis
of a second unrelated cancer. However,
mucinous carcinoma of the eyelid has
been rarely associated with colon cancer
[1]. This case demonstrates a very rare oc-
currence of mucinous carcinoma of the
eyelid leading to the diagnosis of sporadic
colon cancer.

An 82-year-old man presented to his pri-
mary-care physician and was found to
have a slow-growing lesion on his right
upper eyelid. Subsequently, he was eval-

Fig.1 An ulcerated
cecal mass found on
colonoscopy, estimated
to be 4cm in size and
occupying most of the
cecum.

uated by a dermatologist and underwent
Mohs surgery. The pathology of the lesion
returned a diagnosis of mucinous carcino-
ma. At that time, given that mucinous car-
cinoma is most often a secondary carcino-
ma, a primary cancer was suspected. The
patient underwent esophagogastroduo-
denoscopy (EGD) and colonoscopy. His
EGD showed only mild gastric atrophy.
His colonoscopy revealed a 4 cm ulcerated
cecal mass occupying most of the cecum
(© Fig.1). Pathological analysis of the
mass demonstrated a moderately differ-
entiated adenocarcinoma (© Fig.2). Sub-
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sequently, the patient underwent a right
hemicolectomy. Surgical specimens con-
firmed a moderately differentiated ade-
nocarcinoma with perineural invasion
but negative lymph nodes (0/18). After 6
months, the patient is doing well with no
recurrence or evidence of distal metasta-
ses from either tumor.

Cutaneous mucinous carcinoma is most
commonly a secondary lesion rather than
a primary carcinoma [2,3]. In the case of
our patient, the finding of the mucinous
carcinoma of the eyelid led to the discov-
ery of a separate and distinct sporadic
colonic adenocarcinoma. The occurrence
of two separate primary carcinomas, one
of them histologically a cutaneous muci-
nous carcinoma, is incredibly rare. Be-
cause this association was known, our pa-
tient was treated promptly and now
shows no evidence of metastasis of either
primary tumor.
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Fig.2 Colonic mucosa
with an invasive adeno-
carcinoma comprised
of malignant cells oc
curring in singleton and
in incomplete glands
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