
    
    

    
    

    

    
    
    
      
    
    the thoracic and cardiovascular surgeon


    
    
    
      
    
    130130;140300



    

      

  
    	
          
            DE
          
        
	
          EN
        
	
        
          Home
        
      
	
        Products
        	
            
              Journals
            
          
	
            
              Books
            
          
	
            
              Book Series
            
          


        

      
	
        Service
        	
            
              Library Service
            
          


        

      
	
        Help
      
	
        
          Contact
        
      
	
        
          Portal
        
      


  

  
    
    
      
        The Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon
      
    

    

  
    
    
      
        
          Full-text search
        

      

      	Full-text search
	Author Search
	Title Search
	DOI Search
	Metadata Search


    

    
    
    
    
  




  

  
    


  



  	
	
	
	
	
	
        
          Journal
        
        	
                Aims and Scope
              
	
                Editorial Board
              
	
                German National License
              
	
                Imprint
              
	
                X
              
	
                TCS Women
              
	
                About Women in Medicine
              


      
	
        
          Authors
        
        	
                Instructions for Authors
              
	
                Submit a Manuscript
              
	
                Select Crowd Review
              


      
	
          
            Subscription
          
          	
                  Subscription Information & Contacts
                
	
                  Institutional Licensing
                


        
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Pediatric Cardiology 
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                National Survey on Training in Pediatric Cardiology by the “Junges Forum” of the DGPK
              
	
                2019 Issue
              
	
                2020 Issue
              
	
                2021 Issue
              
	
                2022 Issue
              
	
                2023 Issue
              


      
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Society Papers
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                The German–Austrian S3 Guideline “Cardiogenic Shock Due to Myocardial Infarction: Diagnosis, Monitoring, and Treatment”
              
	
                Status of Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Medicine in Germany in 2018
              
	
                53rd Annual Meeting of the German Society for Pediatric Cardiology (DGPK)
              
	
                50th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery (DGTHG)
              
	
                52nd Annual Meeting of the German Society for Pediatric Cardiology
              
	
                49th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
              
	
                51st Annual Meeting German Society for Pediatric Cardiology
              
	
                48th Annual Meeting German Society for Thoracic, Cardiac, and Vascular Surgery
              
	
                Following the Rules
              
	
                Evaluation of Strategies in the Management of Infective Aortic Valve Endocarditis at German Cardiac Surgical Departments
              
	
                Heart Team: Joint Position of the Swiss Society of Cardiology and the Swiss Society of Cardiac Surgery
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2022
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2021: The Annual Updated Registry of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2020
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2019
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2018
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2017
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2016
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2015
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2014
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2013
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2012
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2011
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2010
              
	
                Basis-Anforderungen einer Fachabteilung für Herzchirurgie 2022
              
	
                Basisstandards einer Fachabteilung für Herzchirurgie
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery Capacity in Sub—Saharan Africa: Quo Vadis?
              
	
                Bernoulli in the Operating Room: From the Perspective of a Cardiac Surgeon
              
	
                Different Paths to the Same End: A Response to the Question: Quo Vadis?
              
	
                2022 Annual Meeting report
              


      





    	
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
          
            
              Not Logged In
            
             
              Login
            
            
              	
                  
                    
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        Username or e-mail address: 
                        
                      

                      
                        Password:
                        
                      

                      
                        
                      

                      Forgot Access Data?
                      
                        Register Now
                      
                      
                        OpenAthens/Shibboleth Login
                      
                    

                  
                


            

          
        
        

        

      
	
        
        
          Shopping Cart
        
        









        
        
      


  

  
    
      
    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      
        
          
        

      
    
  




      

      

      
        




  



  

  
    
    
      [image: ]
      
    

    
    
      
        
          
          
          
          
            Year (Archive)
            
              
                
                  2014
                

              

              	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2024
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2023
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2022
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2021
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2020
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2019
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2018
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2017
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2016
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2015
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2014
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2013
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2012
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2011
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2010
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2009
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2008
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2007
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2006
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2005
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2004
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2003
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2002
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2001
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2000
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1999
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1998
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1997
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1996
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1995
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1994
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1993
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1992
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1991
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1990
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1989
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1988
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1987
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1986
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1985
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1984
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1983
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1982
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1981
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1980
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1979
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1978
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1977
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1976
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1975
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1974
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1973
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1972
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1971
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1970
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1969
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1968
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1967
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1966
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1965
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1964
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1963
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1962
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1961
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1960
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1959
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1958
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1957
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1956
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1955
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1954
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1953
                      
                    


            

          

          
          
          
            Issues
            

          

        


        	
                Table of Contents
              
	
            
              
                Current Issue
              
            
          
	
                Articles by Category
              
	
              
                Free Sample Issue (01/2024)
              
            


      
    

    
    
      

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



    
    
    

    

    

    
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
    
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Journals
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          The Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon Reports
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          AORTA
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          International Journal of Angiology
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          The Surgery Journal
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Thrombosis and Hemostasis
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Thrombosis and Haemostasis
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          TH Open
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Hämostaseologie
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
  

    
  

  
  
  






  
  

  
    

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
      
    
  



    


  

    

    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    

    
    
    

    
      
        
          Subscribe to RSS

          Please copy the URL and add it into your RSS Feed Reader.

          
          https://www.thieme-connect.de/rss/thieme/en/10.1055-s-00000085.xml
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
        [bookmark: saveLink]
      
    

    
      
        
      

      
        
      

      
        
          Share / Bookmark

          Facebook
          X
          Linkedin
          Weibo
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
          
              
          
      
    

    

    

    
      
        
        
          
          
          
        
      
    
  


  
    
      
        
          
            
              Download PDF
            
          
        
      

      
        
          
            
          
        
      

    

  

  

  
  
    
  
  




    
    
Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2014; 62(03): 201-202
DOI: 10.1055/s-0034-1372300


Letter to the Editor



Georg Thieme Verlag KG Stuttgart · New York
Re: Lange R, Hoerer J, Schreiber C. What are the obstacles to training in surgery for congenital heart disease in Germany? Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2013;61:273–277


Sabine H. Daebritz


1
           
        Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Heart Center Duisburg, Duisburg, Germany



› Author Affiliations

Further Information


Publication History

Publication Date:
01 April 2014 (online)












	
Abstract

	
Full Text




 

[image: SFX Search]

 Buy Article Permissions and Reprints All articles of this category



[image: ]


The authors primarily deal with two aspects of the impact of center volume in congenital heart surgery in Germany: first the impact on training and second the impact on quality of outcome.

The authors state that both—training and quality—cannot be achieved in low-volume centers because of stringent connection to center volume. The authors prove this with findings in other European countries. However, these are not transferable to Germany for reasons explained later. In addition, results of the comprehensive Aristotle score have demonstrated excellent quality of outcome in some low-volume centers. The authors also state that low-volume centers are run by a “soloist” and do not provide 24-hour backup 365 days a year. Where are the data for this?

A second aspect of the article points out the problem that congenital heart procedures are not officially counting for the board certification. One should be cautious about diminishing the basic requirements of heart surgery by specializing very early. Any congenital heart surgeon should have insight into surgery for acquired heart disease and be able to perform the standard procedures, particularly in view of the increasing number of adult patients with congenital heart disease. There are increasing problems with surgeons not having a broad basic education, which were enhanced after reducing requirements in general surgery for heart surgeons. The board certificate for heart surgery should remain the basis, and specialization should be done on top of it.

Congenital heart surgery is considered the most difficult surgery of all specialties requiring technically, mentally, and intellectually the best to have the optimal outcome. The responsibility is extremely high because surgery has lifelong impact on quality of life of the patients and their families. The German system is characterized by a hierarchical structure with a head surgeon with “his/her” team. Consecutively, any surgeon having a certain experience tries to reach a head surgeon's position. Thus, it is unlikely that a center has a complete team of well-experienced surgeons. This raises the question of who is doing the 400 cases a year in the high-volume centers.

The dispersal across many centers in Germany does not necessarily cause a lack in training. In contrast, a “soloist” needs to train a team to fulfill the legal requirements. These trainers are not going to “forget” their own skills. One does not lose skills by training others because the most experienced surgeons will always be the ones who do the most difficult procedures.

The quality of outcome of congenital heart surgery primarily depends on the surgeons. Surgeons' performances do not just differ in technical skills but also in patient selection and surgical strategies, that is, short-sighted surgical procedures may be easier but may end in unnecessary palliations and an increased overall strain for the patient. Thus, high-quality congenital heart surgery is also a question of dedication, personality, and enthusiasm for the patient. Going into extremes, this dedication reduces the surgeon's quality of life. In the same manner, training is a question of personality, enthusiasm, and dedication for the trainee. Training is even more demanding than operating, so it is additionally decreasing the surgeon's quality of life. There is neither an obligation nor a reward for this.

In summary, training in congenital heart surgery depends on the personality of the trainer.

This also applies to adult cardiac surgery. However, here many procedures are standardized and the variability of surgical strategies is much smaller. Another difference is that in congenital heart surgery, the procedures are often technically and mentally demanding. A congenital heart surgeon has the hardest surgical task being additionally under the mental pressure of having a child in his hands. Training these procedures in the operating room is an enhancement of this strain. Often, it is almost impossible to control the fine movements of the trainee. Also, intracardiac procedures are difficult to assist, as the view is limited.

In Germany, we do have a general problem of training in heart surgery: Neither many experienced adult heart surgeons nor congenital heart surgeons are enthusiastic about it. Why was there only one nomination in Germany for the Da Vinci training award in 2011, when it was introduced? There is obviously something to improve in Germany, not in volume and size, but in the minds of heart surgeons in general.

Where are we supposed to find the extremely good pediatric surgeons who are willing to train, to put personal power in something, which does not “pay” directly? Where is the rationale to argue that these people are found in high-volume and not in low-volume centers? They will very likely be found in a center of any size. In reality, there are very few of them. They have strong mentorship with their trainees for a lifetime so that one should be able to identify them and analyze their characteristics.

In conclusion, caution should be given regarding the equation: “Volume = Quality = Training” for congenital heart surgery in Germany.
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