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Successful endoscopic removal of a cocaine capsule  removal can be a therapeutic option and
in the stomach: should it be considered a safe ther- s 2 reasonable alternative to surgery
) ) when only one packet has failed to pass
apeutlc OPtIOI’I? beyond the pylorus. There are only three
cases reported in the literature of the suc

cessful endoscopic extraction of cocaine

ackets from the upper digestive tract
Fig.1 Abdominal p pp &

. . [7-9].
radiograph showing
multiple radiodense A 41-year-old man was referred to the
foreign bodies with the emergency department because of volun-
“double-condom” sign tary ingestion of 100 packets containing
(arrows). cocaine. An abdominal radiograph re-

vealed multiple radiodense foreign bodies
in the ascending colon with the “double-
condom” sign (© Fig.1), a sign produced
by the rim of air trapped between two
condoms [2].

Colonic preparation with polyethylene
glycol-electrolyte solution was started
and the patient was kept under observa-
tion for 48 hours in the emergency de-
partment. The evacuation of 99 capsules
was observed. After 72 hours, an abdomi-
nopelvic computed tomography (CT) scan
was performed, which revealed a single
capsule that had been retained in the gas-
tric cavity (© Fig.2). Careful direct inspec-
tion of the other evacuated capsules
showed that they had a double coating of
latex.

Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy was
performed and revealed a single capsule,
60x15mm in size, with cylindrical ap-
pearance. Endoscopic extraction was first
attempted with a net retriever (net size
Body packers, also called “swallowers” or  treatment should be considered, so allow-  of approximately 3cm; Roth Net, US
“mules”, are people who swallow ing spontaneous passage of the packets Endoscopy) but this was unsuccessful.
amounts of wrapped drugs [1,2]. In those  [1,3]. When this fails, surgery is usually = The procedure was then executed with a
who are asymptomatic, conservative the first option [4-6]. However, as sug- 10-mm snare (Olympus), the capsule

-\
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Fig.2 Abdominal computed tomography (CT) images showing the remaining capsule in the gastric cavity: a in axial view; b in coronal view.
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Fig.4 Photograph of
the cylindrical cocaine
package removed from
the patient, which
measured 60 % 15 mm.

Fig.3 View during upper gastrointestinal en-
doscopy showing the gastric cavity containing
a cylindrical capsule at the greater curvature,
which was successfully removed with a snare.

being held by a knot located at one end of
the packet, which allowed the capsule to
be successfully removed without compli-
cations (© Fig.3 and © Fig.4).

The endoscopic removal of packets of
drugs remains controversial as a risk of
packet perforation exists; however, it can
be considered as a reasonable alternative
to surgery [3].
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