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Abstract


Bis(iodozincio)methane [CH2(ZnI)2] transforms isocyanates (R–N=C=O) into the enolate equivalent of amides via zinciomethylation. The reactivity of the enolate equivalent as a nucleophile toward aldehydes depends on the R group of the isocyanate. For the enolate equivalent formed from phenyl isocyanate, the addition of a catalytic amount of an optically active amino alcohol, which acts as an activator, leads to a catalytic asymmetric Reformatsky-type reaction.
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