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Abstract


A short and effective approach to the synthesis of the topoisomerase I inhibitor isoindolo[2,1-b]isoquinolin-7(5H)-one and the alkaloid rosettacin belonging to the aromathecin family is presented. The key step of this sequence, which resulted in the formation of a five-membered ring, was the aryl radical cyclization of enamides generated using N-acyliminium chemistry.
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