
    
    

    
    

    

    
    
    
      
    
    the thoracic and cardiovascular surgeon


    
    
    
      
    
    130130;140300



    

      

  
    	
          
            DE
          
        
	
          EN
        
	
        
          Home
        
      
	
        Products
        	
            
              Journals
            
          
	
            
              Books
            
          
	
            
              Book Series
            
          


        

      
	
        Service
        	
            
              Library Service
            
          


        

      
	
        Help
      
	
        
          Contact
        
      
	
        
          Portal
        
      


  

  
    
    
      
        The Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon
      
    

    

  
    
    
      
        
          Full-text search
        

      

      	Full-text search
	Author Search
	Title Search
	DOI Search
	Metadata Search


    

    
    
    
    
  




  

  
    


  



  	
	
	
	
	
	
        
          Journal
        
        	
                Aims and Scope
              
	
                Editorial Board
              
	
                German National License
              
	
                Imprint
              
	
                X
              
	
                TCS Women
              
	
                About Women in Medicine
              


      
	
        
          Authors
        
        	
                Instructions for Authors
              
	
                Submit a Manuscript
              
	
                Select Crowd Review
              


      
	
          
            Subscription
          
          	
                  Subscription Information & Contacts
                
	
                  Institutional Licensing
                


        
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Pediatric Cardiology 
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                National Survey on Training in Pediatric Cardiology by the “Junges Forum” of the DGPK
              
	
                2019 Issue
              
	
                2020 Issue
              
	
                2021 Issue
              
	
                2022 Issue
              
	
                2023 Issue
              


      
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Society Papers
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                The German–Austrian S3 Guideline “Cardiogenic Shock Due to Myocardial Infarction: Diagnosis, Monitoring, and Treatment”
              
	
                Status of Cardiac Surgical Intensive Care Medicine in Germany in 2018
              
	
                53rd Annual Meeting of the German Society for Pediatric Cardiology (DGPK)
              
	
                50th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery (DGTHG)
              
	
                52nd Annual Meeting of the German Society for Pediatric Cardiology
              
	
                49th Annual Meeting of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
              
	
                51st Annual Meeting German Society for Pediatric Cardiology
              
	
                48th Annual Meeting German Society for Thoracic, Cardiac, and Vascular Surgery
              
	
                Following the Rules
              
	
                Evaluation of Strategies in the Management of Infective Aortic Valve Endocarditis at German Cardiac Surgical Departments
              
	
                Heart Team: Joint Position of the Swiss Society of Cardiology and the Swiss Society of Cardiac Surgery
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2022
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2021: The Annual Updated Registry of the German Society for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2020
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2019
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2018
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2017
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2016
              
	
                German Heart Surgery Report 2015
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2014
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2013
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2012
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2011
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery in Germany during 2010
              
	
                Basis-Anforderungen einer Fachabteilung für Herzchirurgie 2022
              
	
                Basisstandards einer Fachabteilung für Herzchirurgie
              
	
                Cardiac Surgery Capacity in Sub—Saharan Africa: Quo Vadis?
              
	
                Bernoulli in the Operating Room: From the Perspective of a Cardiac Surgeon
              
	
                Different Paths to the Same End: A Response to the Question: Quo Vadis?
              
	
                2022 Annual Meeting report
              


      





    	
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
          
            
              Not Logged In
            
             
              Login
            
            
              	
                  
                    
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        Username or e-mail address: 
                        
                      

                      
                        Password:
                        
                      

                      
                        
                      

                      Forgot Access Data?
                      
                        Register Now
                      
                      
                        OpenAthens/Shibboleth Login
                      
                    

                  
                


            

          
        
        

        

      
	
        
        
          Shopping Cart
        
        









        
        
      


  

  
    
      
    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      
        
          
        

      
    
  




      

      

      
        




  



  

  
    
    
      [image: ]
      
    

    
    
      
        
          
          
          
          
            Year (Archive)
            
              
                
                  2016
                

              

              	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2024
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2023
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2022
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2021
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2020
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2019
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2018
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2017
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2016
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2015
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2014
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2013
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2012
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2011
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2010
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2009
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2008
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2007
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2006
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2005
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2004
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2003
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2002
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2001
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2000
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1999
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1998
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1997
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1996
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1995
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1994
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1993
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1992
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1991
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1990
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1989
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1988
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1987
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1986
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1985
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1984
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1983
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1982
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1981
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1980
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1979
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1978
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1977
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1976
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1975
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1974
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1973
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1972
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1971
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1970
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1969
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1968
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1967
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1966
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1965
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1964
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1963
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1962
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1961
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1960
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1959
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1958
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1957
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1956
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1955
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1954
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1953
                      
                    


            

          

          
          
          
            Issues
            

          

        


        	
                Table of Contents
              
	
            
              
                Current Issue
              
            
          
	
                Articles by Category
              
	
              
                Free Sample Issue (01/2024)
              
            


      
    

    
    
      

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



    
    
    

    

    

    
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
    
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Journals
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          The Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon Reports
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          AORTA
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          International Journal of Angiology
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          The Surgery Journal
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Thrombosis and Hemostasis
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Thrombosis and Haemostasis
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          TH Open
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Hämostaseologie
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
  

    
  

  
  
  






  
  

  
    

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
      
    
  



    


  

    

    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    

    
    
    

    
      
        
          Subscribe to RSS

          Please copy the URL and add it into your RSS Feed Reader.

          
          https://www.thieme-connect.de/rss/thieme/en/10.1055-s-00000085.xml
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
        [bookmark: saveLink]
      
    

    
      
        
      

      
        
      

      
        
          Share / Bookmark

          Facebook
          X
          Linkedin
          Weibo
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
          
              
          
      
    

    

    

    
      
        
        
          
          
          
        
      
    
  


  
    
      
        
          
            
              Download PDF
            
          
        
      

      
        
          
            
          
        
      

    

  

  

  
  
    
  
  




    
    
Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2016; 64(01): 015-016
DOI: 10.1055/s-0035-1564891


Letter to the Editor



Georg Thieme Verlag KG Stuttgart · New York
Ethical Dilemmas at the Bedside: How Do We Decide?


Kathleen N. Fenton


1
           
        Novick Cardiac Alliance, Memphis, Tennessee, United States



› Author Affiliations

Further Information


Publication History


        20 August 2015



        31 August 2015


Publication Date:
30 October 2015 (online)












	
Abstract

	
Full Text

	
References




 

[image: SFX Search]

 Buy Article Permissions and Reprints All articles of this category



[image: ]



        
Editor's Commentary
      


First, let me begin by thanking you for your publication of the paper by Gansera and colleagues[1] and thus introducing to us this new and innovative format: an article that ends with questions, open for the readers to write the discussion and conclusion section! It is an interesting way to sort out bioethical problems in general, and I hope this will be the first of many papers published in this style.

I read with interest the paper and its accompanying commentaries, and hope to add a little to the discussion from my own perspective.

The authors present six cases that raise distinct medical and ethical issues. As Paul[2] mentioned in his commentary, the clinical details provided are too incomplete to permit a detailed analysis of each case, which would at any rate be beyond the scope of my letter. However, we can take advantage of the issues raised to address the general ethical approach that can be used by surgeons faced with similar cases in the future.

In the first place, we may divide the issues raised by the authors into those that are pertinent to ethical analysis and those that are not. Perhaps, the most important question, the one with which we must always begin as surgeons faced with a patient, is that addressed in some way by all of the commentators but most directly by Laczkovics[3] and Paul[2]: what is the indication for surgery, and what is the likely outcome? The ethical question of “should” surgery be offered must begin precisely with this medical analysis. This risk/benefit analysis for the patient corresponds to applying the ethical principals of beneficence and nonmaleficence. Other relevant issues include the risk to the health care team and the (financial) cost to society. Factors brought up by Gansera that are, in my opinion, not ethically relevant include whether or not the patient is a foreigner, whether or not another hospital or surgeon refused to treat him, and whether or not the patient's condition is somehow the result of immoral or risky behavior. These issues are all related to the ethical principal of justice: it would be unjust to discriminate against the patient because of his national origin or behavior, and it would be unjust to disregard excessive risk to the team or cost to society.

As surgeons confronted with difficult ethical problems such as these, each of us must rephrase the question from that commonly asked: “what should be done?” to the more personal question: “what should I do?” Surgeons have, in a sense, two areas of responsibility: one to the patient and one to society as a whole. Those two responsibilities can and should be considered separately. When I establish a relationship with a patient, I accept a certain fiduciary responsibility to advocate for that patient's best interest. For this reason, I strongly agree with Ziemer and colleagues[4] that cost-related decisions must not be made at the bedside. When caring for an individual patient, my primary responsibility is to offer that patient the best care possible under the concrete circumstances at hand. As a member of society, though, I also have a (separate) responsibility to advocate for prudent use of resources; this advocacy necessarily implies a study of the likely outcomes of the intervention questioned, and comparison to other types of surgery,[5] without making moral judgments about the patients.[3]
      

So what should I do when confronted with patient issues as discussed by Gansera? Each patient must be assessed according to the likely short- and long-term results with and without operation. Operation should be offered if it seems to be in the patient's best interest. Drug use or drug addiction, per se, is not a contraindication to operation,[4] but it must be taken into consideration in terms of its likely effects on long-term outcome. Active infection or multiple prior operations similarly should be considered only in terms of their prognostic significance[2]; difficult cases can (and should) be transferred to a more experienced center if it is in the patient's best interest.[5] The risk to the team should be minimized by use of universal precautions and by limiting participation to only those necessary (i.e., excluding trainees). The issue of whether or not providers should be able to “opt out” of caring for infectious patients is a complex one; in my opinion it should be handled in a manner analogous to conscience objections: the refusal should be documented in advance (at the time of hire or affiliation with the hospital, NOT when confronted with an emergency case) and permitted if it can be handled with no effect on patient care and minimal disruption to staffing. Exemptions from caring for patients should never be granted in a manner that permits discrimination of any type. No patient should be denied care by the surgeon at the bedside based on financial considerations; cost issues must be decided at the level of society, and enforced by the hospital administration, so that the surgeon remains always the patient's advocate.

Finally, it is important to consider the one key principle of medical ethics that seems to have not been mentioned yet: that of autonomy. It is never more important than in high-risk, complicated cases to have a detailed conversation with the patient or surrogate regarding the relative risks and benefits of surgery. The information must be presented to the patient in a manner that is direct but that he can understand; this should include a nonjudgmental but frank discussion of the effects of his lifestyle on his short- and long-term outcome. Recruiting the patient to be an active partner in making decisions regarding his health care as it relates to the lifestyle he chooses for himself has the potential to be much more effective than having the patient strike a “bargain” with the surgeon by signing a contract. It may be that in many cases such a direct conversation leads the patient himself to conclude that an operation may not be in his best interest.
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