
© 2 0 2 1 .  T h i e m e .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .
G e o r g  T h i e m e  V e r l a g  K G ,  R ü d i g e r s t r a ß e  1 4 ,  7 0 4 6 9  S t u t t g a r t ,  G e r m a n y

941

P . W A N G ,  Y . C H E N G ,  C . W U ,  Y . Z H O U ,  Z . C H E N G ,  H . L I ,  R . W A N G * ,  W . S U * ,  L . F A N G *  

( L A N Z H O U  U N I V E R S I T Y  A N D  S H E N Z H E N  I N S T I T U T E  O F  A D V A N C E D  T E C H N O L O G Y ,  

S H E N Z H E N ,  P .  R .  O F  C H I N A )

Tyrosine-Specific Modification via a Dearomatization–Rearomatization Strategy: Access to Azobenzene Functionalized 

Peptides

Org. Lett. 2021, 23, 4137–4141, DOI: 10.1021/acs.orglett.1c01013.

Synthesis of Azobenzene-Functionalized Peptides by 
Modification of Tyrosine-Containing Peptides

Significance: Azobenzene-functionalized pep-
tides are important because of their distribution in 
photoresponsive biosystems. The authors report a 
new strategy for preparing azobenzene-functional-
ized peptides from tyrosine-containing peptides 
and phenylhydrazine.

Comment: By using (diacetoxyiodo)benzene, vari-
ous peptides containing an azobenzene motif were 
synthesized with good chemoselectivity and site 
selectivity in moderate yields.
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