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Abstract

        
As at mid-October 2020, the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has been continuing on the rise across the globe, including in India. Historically, homeopathy has been used in a number of epidemics/pandemics. The development of homeopathic medicines is approached uniquely through “drug provings” and clinical verification; these two intrinsic processes establish the background for the application of homeopathic medicines, regardless of nosological diagnosis. This article reflects research initiatives on COVID-19 in India and identifies studies listed in the Clinical Trial Registry–India database. We identified 29 studies being undertaken in different settings, including those in conventional medicine: 20 randomized controlled trials (RCTs) and 9 observational studies. Fifteen studies are aimed at prophylaxis and 14 are aimed at treatment. Amongst the treatment studies, 11 are focused on efficacy or comparative effectiveness. The findings might provide evidence for clinically repurposing some of homeopathy's medicines, an approach that is intrinsic to the therapy, enabling their use in COVID-19 as an adjuvant or stand-alone to help reduce costs and improve patient recovery.

      


        

Keywords

        clinical repurposing - 
        homeopathic medicines - 
        COVID-19 pandemic - 
        India
      






Publication History

Received: 20 October 2020


Accepted: 25 November 2020


Article published online:
14 April 2021



© 2021. Faculty of Homeopathy. This article is published by Thieme.

Georg Thieme Verlag KG
Rüdigerstraße 14, 70469 Stuttgart, Germany




 




	
References


	
1 
          
            Zhu N, 
          
          
            Zhang D, 
          
          
            Wang W. 
          
          et al; 
          China Novel Coronavirus Investigating and Research Team. 
        A novel coronavirus from patients with pneumonia in China, 2019. N Engl J Med 2020; 382: 727-733 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
2 
          World Health Organization. 
        WHO announces COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic.  Accessed June 3, 2020 at:  http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/who-announces-covid-19-outbreak-a-pandemic 




Google Scholar





	
3 
          World Health Organization. 
        WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard.  Accessed October 10, 2020 at:  https://covid19.who.int/ 




Google Scholar





	
4 
          
            Waisse S, 
          
          
            Oberbaum M, 
          
          
            Frass M. 
          
        The Hydra-headed coronaviruses: implications of COVID-19 for homeopathy. Homeopathy 2020; 109: 169-175 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
5 
          
            Mcintosh K. 
          
        Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19): clinical features—UpToDate. 2020 . Accessed September 14, 2020 at:  https://www.uptodate.com/contents/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-clinical-features 




Google Scholar





	
6 Population total, India.  Accessed September 9, 2020 at:  https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?locations=IN 




Google Scholar





	
7 
          
            Kamath S, 
          
          
            Kamath R, 
          
          
            Salins P. 
          
        COVID-19 pandemic in India: challenges and silver linings. Postgrad Med J 2020; 96: 422-423 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
8 
          
            Cascella M, 
          
          
            Rajnik M, 
          
          
            Cuomo A, 
          
          
            Dulebohn SC, 
          
          
            Di Napoli R. 
          
        Features, evaluation, and treatment of coronavirus. In: StatPearls. Treasure Island, FL: StatPearls Publishing; 2020: 1-17 





Google Scholar





	
9 
          
            Paumgartten FJR, 
          
          
            Delgado IF, 
          
          
            Pitta LDR, 
          
          
            de Oliveira ACAX. 
          
        Drug repurposing clinical trials in the search for life-saving COVID-19 therapies; research targets and methodological and ethical issues. Vigilância Sanitária em Debate 2020; 8: 39-53 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
10 
          
            Ashburn TT, 
          
          
            Thor KB. 
          
        Drug repositioning: identifying and developing new uses for existing drugs. Nat Rev Drug Discov 2004; 3: 673-683 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
11 
          
            Rosa SGV, 
          
          
            Santos WC. 
          
        Clinical trials on drug repositioning for COVID-19 treatment. Rev Panam Salud Publica 2020; 44: e40 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
12 
          
            Gul MH, 
          
          
            Htun ZM, 
          
          
            Shaukat N, 
          
          
            Imran M, 
          
          
            Khan A. 
          
        Potential specific therapies in COVID-19. Ther Adv Respir Dis 2020; 14: 1753466620926853 



Google Scholar





	
13 
          
            Trogen B, 
          
          
            Oshinsky D, 
          
          
            Caplan A. 
          
        Adverse consequences of rushing a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine: implications for public trust. JAMA 2020; 323: 2460-2461 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
14 
          
            Basu N, 
          
          
            Das BC, 
          
          
            Tandon S. 
          
        Interim management of COVID-19 by repurposed homeopathic medicines. Homeopathy 2020; 109: 182-183 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
15 
          
            Hering C. 
          
        Guiding Symptoms of Our Materia Medica-Vol-1. New Delhi: Jain Publishers; 2016 





Google Scholar





	
16 
          
            Varanasi R, 
          
          
            Nayak D. 
          
        Homoeopathy in the management of infectious diseases: different facets of its use and implications for the future. Indian J Res Homoeopath 2020; 14: 110-121 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
17 
          
            Jacobs J. 
          
        Homeopathic prevention and management of epidemic diseases. Homeopathy 2018; 107: 157-160 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
18 
          
            Nayak D, 
          
          
            Varanasi R. 
          
        Homoeopathic nosodes, a neglected approach for epidemics: A critical review. Indian J Res Homoeopath 2020; 14: 129-135 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
19 
          
            Nair KRJ, 
          
          
            Gopinadhan S, 
          
          
            Kurup TNS. 
          
          et al. 
        Homoeopathic Genus Epidemicus ‘Bryonia alba’ as a prophylactic during an outbreak of Chikungunya in India: a cluster—randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial. Indian J Res Homoeopath 2014; 8: 160-165 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
20 
          
            Bracho G, 
          
          
            Varela E, 
          
          
            Fernández R. 
          
          et al. 
        Large-scale application of highly-diluted bacteria for Leptospirosis epidemic control. Homeopathy 2010; 99: 156-166 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
21 
          
            Mroninski CRL, 
          
          
            Adriano EJ, 
          
          
            Mattos G. 
          
        Meningococcinum: its protective effect against Meningococcal disease. Homeopath Links. 2001; 14: 230-234 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
22 
          
            De Souza Nunes LA. 
          
        Contribution of homeopathy to the control of an outbreak of dengue in Macaé, Rio de Janeiro. Int J High Dilution Res. 2008; 7: 186-192 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
23 
          
            Pandey R, 
          
          
            Gupta S, 
          
          
            Singh AR, 
          
          
            Gupta J, 
          
          
            Kabirpanthi V. 
          
        Effectiveness of Medicine Malaria Off 200, as mass prophylaxis against malaria in the high-risk villages of Shahdol, Madhya Pradesh. Int Arch Biomed Clin Res. 2019; 5: 1-6 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
24 
          
            Foubister DM. 
          
        Homoeopathy in the treatment of pneumonia and acute bronchitis. Br Homeopath J 1956; 45: 65-71 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
25 
          
            Saine A. 
          
        Case management of the influenza and pneumonia patient with homeopathy during the COVID-19 pandemic. American Institute of Homoeopathy-Webinar; 2020. . Accessed June 5, 2020 at:  https://www.homeopathyusa.org 






Google Scholar





	
26 
          
            Saltzman S. 
          
        A case of Mycoplasma pneumonia: A homeopathic medicine clinical snapshot. Am J Homeopath Med. 2017; 110: 42-43 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
27 
          
            Borland DM. 
          
        Borland's Pneumonia.  Reprint.  New Delhi: Jain Publishers; 1997: 74 





Google Scholar





	
28 
          
            Nossaman N. 
          
        Five cases of pneumonia cured with homeopathy homeopathic medicine clinical snapshots. Am J Homeopath Med. 2017; 110: 36-41 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
29 
          
            Dean M. 
          
        Comparative evaluation of homeopathy and allopathy within the Parisian hospital system, 1849-1851. J R Soc Med 2010; 103: 34-36 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
30 
          
            Leary B. 
          
        The homoepathic management of cholera in the nineteenth century with special reference to the epidemic in London, 1854. Med Ges Gesch 1997; 16: 125-144 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
31 
          
            Shinde VH. 
          
        Homoeopathy in pandemic Spanish flu 1918. Indian J Res Homoeopath 2020; 14: 152-159 



Google Scholar





	
32 
          
            Mathie RT, 
          
          
            Baitson ES, 
          
          
            Frye J, 
          
          
            Nayak C, 
          
          
            Manchanda RK, 
          
          
            Fisher P. 
          
        Homeopathic treatment of patients with influenza-like illness during the 2009 A/H1N1 influenza pandemic in India. Homeopathy 2013; 102: 187-192 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
33 
          
            Chakraborty P, 
          
          
            Lamba C, 
          
          
            Nayak D. 
          
          et al. 
        Effect of individualized homoeopathic treatment in influenza like illness: a multicenter, single blind, randomized, placebo controlled study. Indian J Res Homoeopath 2013; 7: 22 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
34 
          
            Nayak D, 
          
          
            Chadha V, 
          
          
            Jain S. 
          
          et al. 
        Effect of adjuvant homeopathy with usual care in management of thrombocytopenia due to dengue: a comparative cohort study. Homeopathy 2019; 108: 150-157 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
35 
          
            Oberai P, 
          
          
            Varanasi R, 
          
          
            Padmanabhan M. 
          
          et al. 
        Effectiveness of homeopathic medicines as add-on to institutional management protocol for acute encephalitis syndrome in children: an open-label randomized placebo-controlled trial. Homeopathy 2018; 107: 161-171 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
36 
          
            Hahnemann S. 
          
        Organon of Medicine. 5th and 6th eds.. New Delhi: Jain Publishers; 2004. -267 





Google Scholar





	
37 
          
            Azis PS, 
          
          
            Kaur H. 
          
        Enabling use of homoeopathy in India's preparedness for pandemic/epidemic situation like COVID-19. Indian J Res Homoeopath 2020; 14: 143-151 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
38 
          
            Haidvogl M, 
          
          
            Riley DS, 
          
          
            Heger M. 
          
          et al. 
        Homeopathic and conventional treatment for acute respiratory and ear complaints: a comparative study on outcome in the primary care setting. BMC Complement Altern Med 2007; 7: 7 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
39 
          
            D'Arpa C, 
          
          
            Pipitone S, 
          
          
            Pomposelli R, 
          
          
            Valeri A. 
          
        Symptomatic COVID-19 positive and likely patients treated by homeopathic physicians—an Italian descriptive study.  Accessed June 5, 2020 at:  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340631586_Symptomatic_COVID-19_positive_and_likely_patients_treated_by_homeopathic_physicians_-_an_Italian_descriptive_study/citations 




Google Scholar





	
40 
          
            Kasariyans A. 
          
        Homeopathy for coronavirus COVID-19 infection: Dr Aditya Kasariyans and Dr Rajan Sankaran. 2020 . Accessed June 5, 2020 at:  https://facultyofhomeopathy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Homeopathy-for-Coronavirus-Covid-19-Infection-Dr-Aditya-Kasariyans-and-Dr-Rajan-Sankaran.pdf 




Google Scholar





	
41 
          
            Masiello DJ. 
          
        The COVID-19 pandemic: a view from New York City. Homeopathy 2020; 109: 163-166 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
42 
          
            To KLA, 
          
          
            Fok YYY. 
          
        Homeopathic clinical features of 18 patients in COVID-19 outbreaks in Hong Kong. Homeopathy 2020; 109: 146-162 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
43 
          
            Frass M. 
          
        Homeopathic treatment of septic patients. Allg Homöopathische Zeitung. 2017; 262: CM07 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
44 
          
            Frass M, 
          
          
            Linkesch M, 
          
          
            Banyai S. 
          
          et al. 
        Adjunctive homeopathic treatment in patients with severe sepsis: a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial in an intensive care unit. Homeopathy 2005; 94: 75-80 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
45 
          
            Kaur H, 
          
          
            Chalia DS, 
          
          
            Manchanda RK. 
          
        Homeopathy in public health in India. Homeopathy 2019; 108: 76-87 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
46 
          
            Dinges M. 
          
        Medical Pluralism and Homoeopathy in India and Germany (1810–2010) A Comparison of Practices. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag; 2014: 250 





CrossrefGoogle Scholar





	
47 
          
            Huang C, 
          
          
            Wang Y, 
          
          
            Li X. 
          
          et al. 
        Clinical features of patients infected with 2019 novel coronavirus in Wuhan, China. Lancet 2020; 395: 497-506 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
48 
          
            Frei H. 
          
        H1N1 Influenza: a prospective outcome study with homeopathy and polarity analysis. Am J Homeopath Med 2014; 107: 114-122 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
49 
          Press Information Bureau. 
        Advisory to recess the symptoms of respiratory tract in possible Corona virus infected cases. Press Information Bureau; 2020. . Accessed Jan 29, 2020 at:  https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1600940 






Google Scholar





	
50 
          Ministry of AYUSH. 
        Guidelines for Homoeopathic Practitioners for COVID19. 2020 . Accessed June 5, 2020 at:  https://www.ayush.gov.in/docs/homeopathy-guidelines.pdf 




Google Scholar





	
51 
          
            Oberbaum M. 
          
        Will we miss the opportunity again?. Homeopathy 2020; 109: 176-178 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        


      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 44.202.207.29
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  