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Introduction

Looking back at our “Thank You” to authors and reviewers
last year,1 it is hard to fathom that 2021 was yet another
pandemic year with all the challenges and worries of 2020
and perhaps more. Despite the adversities, Applied Clinical
Informatics, its authors, and its reviewers had an exception-
ally successful year. Thank you!.

As we did last year, we want to thank our authors and
reviewers for their contributions. Without the fine work sub-
mitted and without the critical peer review process, Applied
Clinical Informatics would not be the journal that it is today.

News

In 2021, Applied Clinical Informatics was named an official
journal of the European Federation of Medical Informatics
(EFMI).2 We are looking for more contributions from our
European colleagues andwehope to be joined on the Editorial
Board3 by additional EFMI Associate Editors. Applied Clinical
Informatics already is an official journal of the American
Medical Informatics Association and the InternationalMedical
Informatics Association.

We are pleased that Applied Clinical Informatics again will
serve as a place for presenters at the AMIAClinical Informatics
Conference to highlight their work. Conference chairs and
Special Section editors, Subha Airan-Javia and Kenrick Cato,
invited top presenters to submit a full-length paper to ACI. We
expect to see them in print in the near future. We hope to
continue this tradition!

COVID-19

Of128paperspublished in2021 inApplied Clinical Informatics,
21 (16.4%) were related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Topics of
these papers included telemedicine adoptions, digital trans-
formations to improve communication, management of
immunization drives, use of patient portals during the
pandemic, and public health functionality, to mention a few.
In2021,AppliedClinical Informatics authors respondedquickly
anddecided to share their experiencesmanaging thepandem-
ic with informatics tools, making it possible for others to
duplicate their successes.

Journal Statistics

In 2021, 316 original manuscripts were submitted to Applied
Clinical Informatics. At the writing of this editorial, nine
manuscripts submitted in 2021 are still in the review pro-
cess. The remaining 307 manuscripts received 868 reviews
for an average of 2.8 reviews per manuscript. All the papers
that were ultimately accepted had at least three reviews of
the original submission. We rejected 168 (55%) manuscripts
in the first round, and the first decision was major revision
for 108 and minor revision for 31 manuscripts. We are
grateful to be able to work with reviewers in support of
publishing the clearest and most complete and actionable
articles possible.

Despite the high number of reviews, authors received
timely notifications, as demonstrated by the average of 25.7
days to first decision and 53.0 days to final decision. Many
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reviewers returned their comments as early as the day they
were invited, and (unfortunately) some waited much longer
(e.g., as long as 67 days). The average time for reviews was
12.6 days. As authors are eager to hear back from the journal,
we appreciate the promptness of reviewers.

Access to ACI articles is an AMIAmember benefit. It is also
an opportunity to publish articles that are highly valued by
AMIA members. In the past year, 75.8% of the published
manuscripts included at least one AMIA member among the
authors. ACI is proud to serve as a desired journal home for
AMIA members.

Applied Clinical Informatics understands the effort associ-
ated with reviewing papers and we try to minimize the
burden on individuals. Nevertheless, we want to thank our
three most prolific reviewers: Danny T. Y. Wu from the
University of Cincinnati, A. Jay Holmgren from the University
of California, San Francisco, and Jenna L. Marquard from the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. We underlined the
names of the reviewers with four or more reviews in the list
of reviewers, and we thank all of our reviewers for their
contribution, aswithout them the journalwould be unable to
conduct itswork.Wewant to remind all of our reviewers that
reviewers are eligible for a discount of 30% on Open Access fees.

The high quality of papers accepted for Applied Clinical
Informatics resulted in an impact factor of 2.342 for 2020.We
hope that our authors will continue to promote their work
with us, resulting in even better scores in the future.

Social Media Presence

Applied Clinical Informatics maintains both Twitter (@ACI_-
Journal, 1,317 followers) and Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/ACIJournal, 1,607 followers) accounts, which
provide readers with a good way to stay abreast of the latest

articles published in the journal. In addition to the weekly
posts of new contributions and previously published manu-
scripts, ACI now tweets titles of papers presented at major
informatics meetings, such as MIE and MedInfo. We look
forward to expanding this coverage in the coming year. We
encourage all readers and authors to follow @ACI_journal
and to like and retweet these posts to extend the journal’s
reach to new readers and contributors.

Student Editorial Board

In 2019,Applied Clinical Informatics started a Student Editorial
Board,where experienced associate editors are pairedwith 12
students who provide the first summary review for authors.
Each studenteditor serves for2years and is expected tohandle
four manuscripts annually under the mentorship of the asso-
ciate editors.

Thefirst associateeditorsworkingwith theStudentEditorial
Board included Stephen M. Downs (Wake Forest University),
Mustafa Ozkaynak (University of Colorado-Denver), and
Vignesh Subbian (University of Arizona), who were joined in
2022 by Laurie L. Novack (Vanderbilt University). ACI currently
is recruiting new members for its Student Editorial Board.4

Student editors participated in the editorial process for 36
(11%) manuscripts in 2021, highlighting their important
contribution to the success of ACI (►Table 1).

Most Talked-About Papers

Authors have several methods to gauge the impact of their
work. Thefirst indicator that an articlemay have a significant
impact on the general population, the field of applied clinical
informatics, or the general scientific literature may be the
Altmetric Score. Briefly, the Altmetric Score reflects the

Table 1 ACI Student Editors 2019–2022

Dr. Qingyu Chen National Library of Medicine

Dr. Brian Douthit Vanderbilt University

Sr. Katherine Dudding The University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Nursing

Mr. Felix Holl Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences
DigiHealth Institute

Dr. Kendall James Kiser University of Texas McGovern Medical School

Dr. Mollie Marian McKillop IBM Watson Health

Dr. Mina Ostovari Christiana Care Health Services
Value Institute

Dr. Sameh Nagui Saleh University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Ms. Jessica M Schwartz Columbia University
School of Nursing

Ms. Olga Strachna Stevens Institute of Technology

Dr. Jacob P VanHouten Griffin Hospital
Internal Medicine/Preventive Medicine

Ms. YiFan Wu University of Washington
Department of Biomedical Informatics & Medical Education
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attention an article receives on social media platforms such
as Twitter, Facebook, and various blogs, along with mentions
in more traditional online and print media, combined with
its presence in online reference managers such as Mendeley
or CiteULike. Articles with higher Altmetric Scores are more
likely to receive citations in the scientific literature.5 The
following articles published in ACI in 2020 received the
highest Altmetric Scores:

1. Implementation of Artificial Intelligence-Based Clinical
Decision Support to Reduce Hospital Readmissions at a
Regional Hospital (Altmetric 58; Google Citations 5).6

2. Considerations for Designing EHR-Embedded Clinical
Decision Support Systems for Antimicrobial Stewardship
in Pediatric Emergency Departments (Altmetric 55; Goo-
gle Citations 4).7

3. Reducing Alert Burden in Electronic Health Records: State
of the Art Recommendations from Four Health Systems
(Altmetric 39; Google Citations 21).8

To increase an article’s Altmetric Score, ACI tweets each
article9 twice in the first week following publication and
again several months later and posts it on ACI’s Facebook
page.10 We encourage authors to mention their publications
and tag Applied Clinical Informatics (@ACI_Journal) on their
personal and professional Twitter and Facebook feeds as well
as to encourage their funders and affiliated organizations to
mention them in their official communications (e.g., news
releases, blogs, LinkedIn, Twitter, and Facebook).

Submission Tips for Authors

To reduce the burden on our authors and to decrease time in
review, we want to share a few tips about how to reduce the
risk of your manuscript being administratively “unsubmit-
ted.” The most common issues to avoid are:

1. Failing to blind themanuscript in first submission fully: One
way to be sure everything is blinded correctly is to Ctrlþ F
and search for words or phrases such as institution names,
city names, and author names or initials. It is important to
also do this with tables and figure captions.

2. Embedding figures into the manuscript: Embedded figures
generate issues during formatting for publication, and
thereforemanuscripts with this formatting will always be
unsubmitted at some point in the review process.

3. Lacking Conflict of Interest (COI) forms for all authors:
Please include a complete COI form for each co-author.

4. Use of newly created, free text keywords: Applied Clinical
Informatics provides a set of recommended keywords for
authors to use. Using theACI-approvedkeywords allows the
Editor-in-Chief to invite reviewerswhohaveexpertise in the
subject matter of the manuscript. As review by experts
improves the quality of the feedback, the use of these

provided keywords not only speeds up the assignment of
reviewers but also allowsus to select appropriate reviewers.

5. Missing sections: Several sections are required for each
manuscript (e.g., clinical relevance statement, protection
of human and animal subjects statement, multiple-choice
questions, conflict of interest statement) that must be
included to facilitate smooth publication.

Conclusion

It is our pleasure to thank the reviewers, authors, and editors
of Applied Clinical Informatics once again for their contribu-
tions to Science and the Journal. We are looking forward to
your submissions and reviews in 2022. On behalf of the
editorial board: “Thank you!”

Protection of Human and Animal Subjects
Not applicable.

Funding
None.

Conflict of Interest
None declared.
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Jehan Al Fannah (1)
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Ruth Bush (2)
Nicolas Bustos (1)
Shahid Butt (1)
Matthew Byrne (1)
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Aize Cao (2)
Hua Cao (1)
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Somayeh Fazaeli (1)
Daniel Feller (1)
Mengling Feng (1)
Susan Fenton (2)
Stefanie Ferreri (1)
Sonja Firth (1)
Jonathan Flores (1)
Allen Flynn (1)
Mariann Fossum (1)
Robert Freundlich (2)
William Galanter (2)
Malaika Gallimore (1)
Jorge Galvez (1)
K. Ganapathy (2)
Thomas Ganslandt (2)
Pamela Garabedian (1)
Ali Garavand (1)
Kristina Garrels (2)
Jennifer Garvin (1)
Peter Gates (2)
Alex Gavino (1)
Nicolas Genes (2)
Zhaohui Geng (1)
Maureen George (1)
Andrew Georgiou (1)
Esteban Gershanik (1)
Suad Ghaddar (1)
Dariush Ghasemi (1)
Bryan Gibson (1)
Richard Gibson (2)
Roy Gill (1)
Yevgeniy Gitelman (1)
Daniel Gittings (1)
Dean Giustini (2)
Georg Goebel (1)
Shashi Gogia (1)
Eric Goldlust (1)
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Yi Guan (1)
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Elizabeth Herman (2)
Tim Herrmann (1)
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Andrea Hoopes (1)
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Chris Horvat (1)
Evelyn Hovenga (3)
Moninne Howlett (1)
Michelle Hribar (1)
Jonathan Hron (3)
Allen Hsiao (1)
William Hsu (1)
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