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Abstract


The objective was to determine whether negative assessment after surgery is a predictor of no relevant change of the results in subsequent evaluations in patients with noninvasive follicular thyroid neoplasm with papillary-like nuclear features (NIFTP). Six months after surgery, “absence of persistent disease” was defined when concentration of thyroglobulin (Tg) is ≤2 ng/ml in patients undergoing total thyroidectomy and ≤10 ng/ml in those undergoing lobectomy, in the absence of antithyroglobulin antibodies (TgAb), and neck ultrasonography (US) without abnormalities. One hundred thirteen patients met the definition of “absence of persistent disease”. The patients were followed up for 18–150 months. None of the patients developed structural disease. In the 56 patients undergoing total thyroidectomy, 380 Tg measurements were obtained and an increase in concentrations was not observed in any of them. During the same period, 332 US scans were performed and a suspicious lymph node was detected on only one occasion, but was not metastatic on fine needle aspiration (FNA). In the 57 patients undergoing lobectomy, 382 Tg measurements were obtained and increases or persistent concentrations>10 ng/ml were not observed in any patient. During the same period, 376 US scans were performed and nodules with an indication for FNA were detected in 4 patients, but malignancy was not confirmed in any of them. Finally, TgAb were not elevated in any of the 762 measurements obtained from the 113 patients. After complete resection of NIFTP, negative postoperative assessment can be used to exclude the need for long-term repetition of these tests.
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