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Post-stroke life reengagement has become an important driver of aphasia intervention (Chapey et al., 2000; Kagan et al., 2008; Simmons-Mackie & Azios, 2024). Complementary to impairment-focused treatment (Coppens & Patterson, 2018), life reengagement is a crucial intervention goal for each person with post-stroke aphasia (PWA). For stroke survivors with aphasia, the powerful psychosocial life changes accompanying the communication disorder underscore the critical need for aphasia therapies recognizing individual communication environments and other personal life factors (Hunting Pompon & Mach, 2022; Simmons-Mackie & Azios, 2024).

With steady growth in ethnosocial diversity in the U.S. population, aphasia caseloads progressively reflect the growing ethnoracial and social heterogeneity of the general population (Centeno & Harris, 2021). The caseloads of speech-language pathologists involved with helping PWAs include individuals of different personal ethnoracial backgrounds (i.e., White, Hispanic, Black or African American, American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander) and complex social profiles (e.g., gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic circumstances, religious beliefs, educational histories; Centeno et al., 2023). As the population rapidly ages and becomes more ethnoracially diverse in the country (Vespa et al., 2020), increased age-related vulnerability to cardiovascular complications, including stroke, especially in underserved Black, Indigenous, and People of Color, is estimated to result in larger numbers of older adults with complex ethnosocial life histories in post-stroke aphasia care (Centeno et al., 2023; Centeno & Harris, 2021; Feigin et al., 2019; Uomoto & Loughlin, 2016).

Ethnosocial heterogeneity in aphasia caseloads calls for special attention to the individual life history of each PWA for person-centered culturally responsive aphasia intervention for life reengagement after a stroke (Centeno et al., 2023; Guerrero-Arias et al., 2020; Harris, 1997). Intersectionality, a central tenet in health equity and human rights (Bridges et al., 2017; Crenshaw, 1989), has been a valuable principle to focus healthcare policymakers, practitioners, and researchers on the multifactorial interactions that converge in individuals and social groups resulting in discrimination, marginalization, vulnerability to illness, and, in turn, inequities in health, care, and outcomes (Bridges et al., 2017; National Advisory Council on Minority Health and Health Disparities [NACMHD], 2023; United Nations Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities & United Nations Women [UN PRPD & UN Women], 2021).

An intersectional healthcare framework can meaningfully transform approaches in policymaking, care, and research to improve services and minimize health inequities in vulnerable populations (i.e., ethnic/racial minority groups, people from limited socioeconomic environments, underserved rural communities, sexual and gender minority groups, and individuals with disabilities; NACMHD, 2023; UN PRPD & UN Women, 2021). An intersectional approach to health care shifts the focus from narrow, unidimensional, and discrete perspectives to a more nuanced, broader lens that recognizes how an individual person's ethnoracial and social identities can intersect resulting in forms of privilege or marginalization with an impact on health, care, and outcomes (Hankivsky et al., 2017; NACMHD, 2023; UN PRPD & UN Women, 2021; Wilson et al., 2019). Applying an intersectional perspective to aphasia services in ethnosocially diverse environments contextualizes clinical care by focusing speech-language pathologists on the complex individual ethnosocial profiles shaping well-being and life trajectories of each PWA (e.g., race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, sociocultural history, geographic residence, religion, ability). This focus facilitates the design of personalized, culturally attuned aphasia intervention (Asher BlackDeer, 2023; Guerrero-Arias et al., 2020; Harris, 1997; Laures-Gore et al., 2018).

Covering the transformative depth of an intersectional approach to clinical services is beyond the scope of a single journal issue (UN PRPD & UN Women, 2021). The articles in the current special issue provide an illustrative snapshot of the multiple factors and interactions in the intersectional profiles of PWAs that can inform the design, implementation, and outcome assessment of aphasia intervention. Because increasing ethnosocial diversity in aphasia services is a global phenomenon (Centeno et al., 2020; Centeno & Harris, 2021), the six articles in this issue, while highlighting service contexts in Australia and the United States as examples, discuss often overlooked, yet exceedingly important variables and intersectional connections relevant to ethnosocially diverse aphasia caseloads worldwide. The issue starts with three articles focused on different variables (i.e., emotions, religion/spirituality, and climate change) that intersect with personal, community, and systemic determinants of individual health, services, and outcomes in aphasia intervention, and concludes with three additional articles that describe applications of intersectionality to clinical contexts (i.e., Australian First Nations communities, Life Participation Approach to Aphasia [LPAA]) and experimental paradigms relevant to aphasia care (quantitative assessment of intersectionality). Specifically, Harmon (2024) starts the issue by using a cognitive–motivational–relational framework to highlight the intersecting possibilities of individual emotions with language processing and social participation in PWAs. Next, Laures-Gore and Griffey (2024) discuss how the intersectional connections between PWAs' religious and spiritual belief systems and their mental and physical health may impact aphasia intervention. Greenwald et al. (2024) follow with a focus on the climate change vulnerability of PWAs by describing the intersectionality of climate change and preexisting inequities in social determinants of health. In the last three articles, Armstrong et al. (2024) discuss the importance of a community-led intersectional intervention model that has been critical to minimize the impact of marginalization and discrimination on services for adults from Australian First Nations with neurogenic cognitive–communicative disorders. Next, Centeno (2024) describes intersectional LPAA-based strategies, grounded in personal storytelling, to collect the input that can inform culturally responsive intervention in ethnosocially diverse aphasia caseloads in the United States. Finally, Evans et al. (2024) propose a socioecological model to evaluate the impact of intersecting individual, environmental, and structural determinants of health on aphasia outcomes, especially in vulnerable populations.

The articles in this special issue provide a brief yet valuable glimpse into the possible breadth and depth of an intersectional approach to design and implement intervention and assess the outcomes in ethnosocially diverse aphasia contexts. While the application of an intersectional lens in healthcare policy, care, and research is in its preliminary stages and lacks systematicity (Ghasemi et al., 2021; Wilson et al., 2019), rapid growth in ethnosocial heterogeneity in aphasia caseloads in many world regions compels us to use, assess, and refine intersectional procedures to support person-centered, culturally responsive aphasia therapy (Centeno et al., 2020).
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