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Background: The T-graft procedure achieves complete arterial coronary revascularization with only two conduits. In this technique, all the bypass anastomoses are supplied by the left internal mammary artery (IMA). Changes in flow conditions or flow redistribution in the subclavian artery may thus sigificantly influence coronary perfusion. The objective of this study was to determine whether changes in blood flow in the subclavian artery affect the flow in IMA grafts in patients who have undergone complete arterial revascularization with T-grafts. Methods: Quantitative flow volume and flow profiles in the IMA graft and the proximal subclavian artery were measured with a flow-wire in 20 patients one week postoperatively. Following baseline measurements, brachial artery constriction was achieved by applying a blood pressure measurement cuff to the patient's left upper arm. After 5 minutes, quantitative flow in the IMA and in the proximal subclavian artery was assessed. The cuff was then released and the measurements repeated. Results: Flow in the subclavian artery changed significantly (p < 0.01) from baseline (355.4 ± 95.2 ml/min) to constriction (171.2 ± 61.3 ml/min) and hyperemia (679.3 ± 195.1 ml/min). Flow in the IMA graft remained constant irrespective of subclavian artery flow (75.4 ± 26.2 ml/min vs. 78.0 ± 28.9 ml/min vs. 75.5 ± 29.3 ml/min, respectively). The flow profile in the IMA was similarily unchanged. Conclusion: In patients in whom the coronary bypass blood flow is dependent on the left IMA, neither the quantitative flow volume nor the flow profile are altered by changes in blood flow of the subclavian artery.
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