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Background and Study Aims: Patients attending for diagnostic oesophagogastroduodenoscopy (OGD) for dyspeptic symptoms are often receiving acid-suppression therapy that has not been discontinued prior to endoscopy, and this may reduce the diagnostic yield of endoscopy. The aim of this study was to compare the diagnostic yield of OGD in uncomplicated dyspepsia in patients receiving no medication, those receiving acid-suppression therapy, and those receiving nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) at the time of endoscopy.

          
Patients and Methods: A total of 6825 diagnostic OGDs performed in our unit between 1993 and 2001 were analysed. Patients were excluded if they had sinister symptoms, were receiving NSAIDs, or were undergoing repeat or surveillance endoscopy. 

          
Results: A total of 4233 OGDs (62 %) fulfilled the criteria for uncomplicated dyspepsia. Of the patients examined in these procedures, 1367 (32 %) were receiving acid-suppression therapy. A total of 724 patients (53 % of those on therapy) were receiving proton-pump inhibitors (PPIs), 393 of whom (54 %) had positive endoscopic findings (oesophagitis 31 %, gastritis 16 %, duodenal ulcer/duodenitis 16 %). A total of 643 (47 % of the patients on therapy) were receiving H2-receptor antagonists, 443 of whom (69 % of this group) had positive endoscopic findings (oesophagitis 30 %, gastritis 21 %, duodenal ulcer/duodenitis 31 %). A total of 2866 patients were not receiving acid-suppression therapy, 1805 of whom (63 %) had endoscopic findings (oesophagitis 37 %, gastritis 14 %, duodenal ulcer/duodenitis 24 %). The endoscopic yield was significantly lowest in the PPI group, except for the diagnosis of oesophagitis. Overall, 17 carcinomas were detected in patients referred with simple dyspepsia, and in five of these cases the patients were receiving acid suppression.

          
Conclusions: The widespread use of acid suppression in the treatment of simple dyspepsia prior to endoscopy leads to a reduction in the endoscopic recognition of mucosal lesions caused by acid-peptic disease, but not to a high healing rate for these lesions, and it may mask malignancy.
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