
    
    

    
    

    

    
    
    
      
    
    endoscopy


    
    
    
      
    
    140285



    

      

  
    	
          
            DE
          
        
	
          EN
        
	
        
          Home
        
      
	
        Products
        	
            
              Journals
            
          
	
            
              Books
            
          
	
            
              Book Series
            
          


        

      
	
        Service
        	
            
              Library Service
            
          


        

      
	
        Help
      
	
        
          Contact
        
      
	
        
          Portal
        
      


  

  
    
    
      
        Endoscopy
      
    

    

  
    
    
      
        
          Full-text search
        

      

      	Full-text search
	Author Search
	Title Search
	DOI Search
	Metadata Search


    

    
    
    
    
  




  

  
    


  



  	
	
	
	
	
	
        
          Journal
        
        	
                More About This Journal
              
	
                Editorial Board
              
	
                Affiliated Societies
              
	
                E-Videos Library 
              
	
                German National License
              
	
                Information for Advertisers
              
	
                Linkedin
              
	
                X
              
	
                Facebook
              
	
                YouTube
              
	
                Imprint
              


      
	
        
          Authors
        
        	
                Submission
              
	
                Instructions and Forms
              
	
                Copyright
              


      
	
          
            Subscription
          
          	
                  Subscription Information & Contacts
                
	
                  Institutional Licensing
                


        
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Special Section
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                Guidelines
              
	
                E-Videos Library 
              


      
	
        
        
        
          
        
          
            Collections
            
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
          
        
        	
                Endoscopy Women
              
	
                About Women in Medicine
              
	
                Open Access
              


      





    	
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
          
            
              Not Logged In
            
             
              Login
            
            
              	
                  
                    
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        Username or e-mail address: 
                        
                      

                      
                        Password:
                        
                      

                      
                        
                      

                      Forgot Access Data?
                      
                        Register Now
                      
                      
                        OpenAthens/Shibboleth Login
                      
                    

                  
                


            

          
        
        

        

      
	
        
        
          Shopping Cart
        
        









        
        
      


  

  
    
      
    

    
    
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      
        
          
        

      
    
  




      

      

      
        




  



  

  
    
    
      [image: ]
      
    

    
    
      
        
          
          
          
          
            Year (Archive)
            
              
                
                  2002
                

              

              	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2024
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2023
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2022
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2021
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2020
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2019
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2018
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2017
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2016
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2015
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2014
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2013
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2012
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2011
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2010
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2009
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2008
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2007
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2006
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2005
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2004
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2003
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2002
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2001
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        2000
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1999
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1998
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1997
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1996
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1995
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1994
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1993
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1992
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1991
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1990
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1989
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1988
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1987
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1986
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1985
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1984
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1983
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1982
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1981
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1980
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1979
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1978
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1977
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1976
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1975
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1974
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1973
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1972
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1971
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1970
                      
                    
	
                      
                      
                      
                      
                        1969
                      
                    


            

          

          
          
          
            Issues
            

          

        


        	
                Table of Contents
              
	
            
              
                Current Issue
              
            
          
	
              
                Free Sample Issue (01/2024)
              
            


      
    

    
    
      

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



    
    
    

    

    

    
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
        
      
    
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Journals
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          Endoscopy International Open
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Clinics in Colon and Rectal Surgery
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          DMW - Deutsche Medizinische Wochenschrift
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Endoskopie heute
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Gastroenterologie up2date
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Seminars in Liver Disease
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Zeitschrift für Gastroenterologie
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Digestive Disease Interventions
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Journal of Gastrointestinal and Abdominal Radiology
                        

                      
                    
	
                      
                        

                        
                          Journal of Digestive Endoscopy
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
        
          
            
              Related Books
            

            
              	
                      
                        

                        
                          Internal Medicine
                        

                      
                    


            

          

        
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
  

    
  

  
  
  






  
  

  
    

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
      
    
  



    


  

    

    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    
      
    

    
    
    

    
      
        
          Subscribe to RSS

          Please copy the URL and add it into your RSS Feed Reader.

          
          https://www.thieme-connect.de/rss/thieme/en/10.1055-s-00000012.xml
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
        [bookmark: saveLink]
      
    

    
      
        
      

      
        
      

      
        
          Share / Bookmark

          Facebook
          X
          Linkedin
          Weibo
        

      

    

    

    

    
      
          
              
          
      
    

    

    

    
      
        
        
          
          
          
        
      
    
  


  
    
      
        
          
            
              Download PDF
            
          
        
      

      
        
          
            
          
        
      

    

  

  

  
  
    
  
  




    
    
Endoscopy 2002; 34(9): 742-743
DOI: 10.1055/s-2002-33452

Letter to the Editor

 


© Georg Thieme Verlag Stuttgart · New York
What Sort of Endoscopist for the Endoscopy of the Future?

S.  Mosca1
            

	
[bookmark: A944-1]1Department of Gastroenterology, A. Cardarelli Hospital, Naples, Italy





Further Information


Publication History

Publication Date:
26 August 2002 (online)










Also available at[image: ]





	
Abstract

	
Full Text

	
References




 

[image: SFX Search]

 Buy Article Permissions and Reprints



[image: ]


Dear Sir,

Endoscopy, for both diagnostic and therapeutic purposes, is a progressively more complex and demanding procedure. The increasing competition offered by other modalities for diagnosis and treatment emphasizes the need to maintain optimal outcome levels and to compare the costs of endoscopic procedures and these approaches. Furthermore, endoscopic procedures are often required in selected and unusually difficult circumstances, such as ERCP in Billroth II patients. This represents a handicap to the maintenance of quality levels and to training [1]
          [2]. It is obviously extremely important that, to ensure an acceptable outcome, clinicians need to perform an adequate number of procedures [3].

Whereas in the past endoscopy consisted almost entirely of easy diagnostic or simple therapeutic procedures, thus permitting widespread practice because there were few demanding techniques, by contrast the endoscopy of the future will be characterized by increasingly difficult procedures. The dilemma, then, is whether the practice of endoscopy should be as widespread in the future as it has been in the past, or whether we need to reconsider how endoscopy is carried out, and also the characteristics of the endoscopist [4]
          [5].

Thus there are current issues about the future of endoscopy, concerning what type of endoscopist will be called upon to use these difficult and complex procedures, where they will be performed, and how we can prepare ourselves for the future. Few papers similar to that of Lee et al., which examined whether complicated endoscopies should be performed only by specialist endoscopists [6], have been published concerning these issues. I have read this paper with great attention and I wish to make some comments.

I agree with Lee et al. that patients who need complicated endoscopies should be referred to a tertiary center if a competent endoscopist is not available, in order to achieve a higher standard of care. The problem then is the definition of competency, and the relationship between endoscopic talent, training in endoscopy, and endoscopic workload. Lee et al. report the outcomes of 341 ERCPs performed over 20 months by two groups of endoscopists, a “nonspecialist” and a “specialist” group. Clearly the outcomes for the specialist group were better. It is known that workload is an important factor in determining the outcome of endoscopic procedures; thus if the minimum for one group is two endoscopists, the resulting workload of 4.2 ERCPs each per months is very low for maintaining or acquiring an acceptable endoscopic technique. In endoscopic centers with a low work flow, where several endoscopists work, complicated endoscopies should be performed only by endoscopists whose experience and, predictably, success rates are the greatest [7].

The second question is: Why are nonspecialist endoscopists performing specialized endoscopic techniques? The time of the “nonspecialist” endoscopist has passed. In the paper of Lee et al., a “specialist endoscopist” is defined as one who has already done more than 300 ERCPs in a gastrointestinal qualification training program. But this is the definition of only a first-level trainee in ERCP! During the 20 months of the study the specialist group performed 160 ERCP procedures; thus if they comprised two endoscopists, they had carried out four ERCPs per month each, with a mean of 2.6 therapeutic ERCPs per month each, a very low number for gaining or maintaining solid experience. The nonspecialist group showed a very high mortality rate (1.7 %) among their 181 ERCPs, with 50 failed procedures, but there was also a death among the 160 procedures of the specialist group.

Thus the main messages from the paper by Lee et al. are the questions: Who should perform endoscopic procedures, and how do we manage low work flow centers as endoscopy becomes much more demanding?

The simpler the procedure, the more important is training relative to endoscopic talent; the more demanding the procedure, the more relevant is the combination of endoscopic talent, training, and workload. The more demanding the procedure, the more difficult its implementation and delivery in current practice. Thus the more demanding endoscopy of the future must be delivered in a different way from in the past: practiced less widely, but with more specialist referral centers. The competency and workload of the small low-flow endoscopic unit thus needs to be reconsidered [8]
          [9].
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