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In July 1999 we examined a 60-year-old
woman who appeared to be in poor gen-
eral health, with pale skin and lips. The
only abnormality in the physical exami-
nation was found on palpation of the liver,
which had a hardened consistency and
was enlarged by about 6 cm. Typical signs
of liver cirrhosis were found on ultra-
sound examination and previously diag-
nosed esophageal varices were seen at
gastroscopy. Colonoscopy revealed a
large, vulnerable circular growing tumor
near the right flexure; the tumor was
only just passable by the colonoscope
(Figure1). A pseudopolypoid-like region
was seen near the tumor. The remainder
of the colon showed no abnormality. His-
tological examination of biopsy material
revealed inflammatory and infiltrative
granulation tissue.

Computed tomography showed only signs
of liver cirrhosis: the tumor could not be
seen and there were no enlarged lymph
nodes. It must be remembered that the
new techniques which would have been
able to detect the lesion, such as virtual
colonoscopy, were not available to us at
this time [1].

The patient underwent operation because
of the suspicion of colonic cancer and the
presence of signs of obstruction. Intraop-
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Incorrect Macroscopic Diagnosis of Colonic
Carcinoma Made at Endoscopy

Figure 1 Colono-
scopic view of a
granuloma pyogen-
icum near the right
flexure, showing a
large friable tumor
encircling the lumen.

erative examination by inspection and
palpation seemed to confirm the diagno-
sis of colonic cancer and so an extended
right hemicolectomy was performed. The
postoperative course and recovery were
uneventful. The histological diagnosis
was of a granuloma pyogenicum of the
colon.

Granuloma pyogenicum is a benign, an-
giomatous and vulnerable skin tumor,
which often occurs a few weeks after an
inflammatory traumatic condition. It can
also arise spontaneously. In most cases it
is a soft, ball-like, sessile tumor, with an
incomplete epithelial layer. The surface is
often friable and covered with encrusted
blood. In most cases granuloma pyogen-
icum arises on the face, but the tumor
may occur on the hand, the foot, or on
the skin around the umbilicus. The patho-
genesis is thought to be one of over-reac-
tive growth of granulation tissue after a
trivial injury. There are only a few de-
scriptions of the tumor in the medical lit-
erature. One paper reported a case in
which a granuloma pyogenicum of the
skin developed after therapy with flash-
lamp-pumped pulsed dye laser [2]. We
found only one description of intestinal
granuloma pyogenicum in the medical lit-
erature, and in that case the lesion was lo-
cated in the ileum [3].

It should be noted that it is difficult to dif-
ferentiate this condition from other
chronic granulomatous inflammatory le-
sions of the intestine, such as those of
Crohn’s disease. However, even if granulo-
ma pyogenicum is a very uncommon le-
sion in the intestine, it should be included
in the differential diagnosis of gastroin-
testinal tumors. Surgery is required in
these patients because of the difficulty in
differentiating granuloma pyogenicum
from colonic cancer and because of the
vulnerability of the lesion and its obstruc-
tive pattern of growth.
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