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Abstract

        
Eccentric biased exercise has been reported to elicit more muscle injury than concentric or isometric exercise and potentially generate increased oxidative stress one to two days post exercise. Increased oxidative stress has been shown to up-regulate the expression of UCP3 mRNA. The aim of this study was to investigate the effects of downhill running on skeletal muscle UCP3 mRNA expression. Twenty-four male Sprague Dawley rats were randomly assigned to run continuously for 30 minutes (30-C, n = 6), or run six 5-minute bouts separated by rest periods of 2 minutes (2-R, n = 6), 4 minutes (4-R, n = 6), and 6 minutes (6-R, n = 6) on a 16 degree declined treadmill at a speed of 16 m · min-1. Sham control animals (n = 8) were placed in a treadmill chamber during the 30-minute run session. Semi-quantitative RT-PCR was conducted to evaluate UCP3 mRNA levels in the plantaris, a muscle used eccentrically during downhill running and tibialis anterior, a muscle which undergoes very little eccentric muscle contraction during this exercise. The level of gene expression was normalized to 18 S ribosomal mRNA expression from the same PCR product. Results are reported as mean ± standard error. UCP3 of the plantaris muscles from 2-R animals (2.36 ± 0.13) was significantly greater than UCP3 of the plantaris from control animals (1.72 ± 0.13), p < 0.05. UCP3 of the tibialis anterior from the continuous group (1.51 ± 0.17) was significantly less than the UCP3 of the tibialis anterior of the control group (2.09 ± 1.4), p < 0.05. These data suggest that downhill treadmill running is associated with an increase in UCP3 mRNA expression in the plantaris muscle. These results indicate that exercise which is biased toward eccentric exercise may up-regulate UCP3 mRNA during the period post exercise when muscle damage and repair is elevated.
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