Capsule Endoscopy in Henoch-Schénlein Purpura
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Figure1 The small bowel has been the “Dark
Continent” for gastroenterologists. A 32-year-
old man with Henoch-Schénlein purpura
(HSP) presented with purpura, scrotal pain, ar-
thralgia, nephritis, and abdominal pain. HSP is
an IgA-mediated autoimmune vasculitis char-
acterized by deposits of IgA in the vascular
wall. Skin biopsies revealed a leukocytoclastic
vasculitis (consistent with HSP). Capsule en-
doscopy showed extensive mucosal inflamma-
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tion throughout the entire small bowel (duode-
nojejunoileitis), with redness, swelling, and ul-
cerations with fibrin deposits and sparse areas
of spontaneous bleeding. It is not surprising
that the patient with HSP has abdominal pain.
Image a is a view from the mid-jejunum and
images b-d are from the ileum. Images of the
small-bowel mucosa in patients with HSP have
not been reported previously.
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