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Abstract
        


Both optically pure siphonarienal (-)-1 and siphonarienone (-)-2 are accessible from the enantiopure precursor methyl (2R,4R,6R,8R)-2,4,6,8-tetramethylundecanoate 5. The latter was converted into the corresponding methyl 2-undecenoate 9 which either provided aldehyde (-)-1 by reduction and subsequent Swern oxidation of the unsaturated alcohol 10 or gave ketone (-)-2 via Weinreb amide 11 and its conversion with EtMgBr. Alternatively, ketone 2 can be obtained from siphonarienal (-)-1 in a two-step reaction.
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