
With the recognition of pediatric neurology as a distinct subspe-
cialty with three years of structured training in Germany this
year and with the approval of a European Paediatric Neurology
Training Programme both by the Confederation of European Spe-
cialists in Paediatrics (CESP) of UEMS in December 2002 and by
the Neurology Section of UEMS/Board of Neurology in March
2003 the field of neuropediatrics has taken a great step forward.
In particular, the structured training will no doubt improve qual-
ification of the individual doctor on one hand, but also help to
safely anchor this subspecialty in academic structures such as
universities or postgraduate medical schools.

Emphasis on the field-specific needs and skills should, however,
not blur the vision for the vast clinical field covered by the neuro-
sciences in their application to the development and diseases of
children. The borders to the neighbouring fields are never sharp,
and both at the everyday clinical level and at the scientific level
crossing borders rather has a fertilizing effect. It is in this sense
that Neuropediatrics has included articles on the varying topics
of neurooncology [1], neuroimmunology [2], or the battered
child from a forensic view [3].

Most of the disorders met with in pediatric neurology are rare. It
is therefore not surprising that reports on rare and even new dis-
orders are regular features of the Journal [4 – 6]. At the same
time, while international efforts are increasingly geared towards
channelling rare diseases into structured diagnostic or therapeu-
tic networks (http://www.orpha.net/) such systematic ap-
proaches to rare disorders are also reflected in this year’s publi-
cations such as the results of the first three years of the Swiss
Neuropediatric Stroke Registry [7].

In spite of the seemingly overwhelming contribution of genetics
to the diagnosis of neurological disorders in children Neuropedi-
atrics is also proud to have published diagnostic breakthroughs
which represent rather methodological innovation such as the
sometimes higher diagnostic yield of liver over muscle biopsies
in mitochondrial disorders [8] or the surprisingly simple and ef-
fective biochemical diagnosis of Alexander disease through de-
termination of GFAP levels in CSF [9].

The variation and scientific depth of such a vast field could never
be managed without the expert support of the members of the
Editorial Board. The Journal gratefully acknowledges the wise
council and help over many years from the outgoing Asian Editor,
Prof. Kazuyoshi Watanabe, Nagoya, and warmly welcomes the
new Asian Editor, Prof. Tsunekazu Yamano, Osaka. The Editor
and the Journal are also deeply grateful to Dr. Mary King, Dublin,
for her longstanding advice and support and welcome Dr. Bar-
bara Plecko, Graz, as a new member of the Editorial Board. More-
over, the Editorial Board heavily relies on the expertise and sup-
port from scientists whose reviews significantly sharpen and
shape the content of the manuscripts. Their names, with all due
thanks, are listed below.

Finally, as indicated by an August Editorial, Neuropediatrics has
gone electronic. This will ensure transparency and even more ef-
ficient handling of the steady manuscript flow.

Thomas Voit
Executive Editor
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