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We thank Dr. Laasch for his letter, and have some comments about his constructive criticisms and suggestions.

The objective of our study was to perform an unsedated transnasal percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy (PEG) placement with an ultrathin endoscope in 12 patients in whom a transoral placement with a standard endoscope was not previously possible. An unsedated procedure was necessary because in all 12 patients their general clinical condition did not allow sedation. The use of an ultrathin endoscope (Olympus video gastroscope Evis Exera GIF-XP 160 Slim Sight; distal end 5.9 mm diameter) and a special PEG tube (Corflo-Max 16 Fr diameter) made the procedure possible and no patient required sedation. Moreover the completely collapsible internal bumper did not provoke any bleeding and/or trauma during passage through the nose and the oropharynx, as checked endoscopically, and no patient complained of pain.

We agree with Dr. Laasch that an endoscopic gastrostomy should be avoided in patients with head/neck tumors awaiting curative procedures, on account of the risk of tumor seeding at the stoma site [1]
          [2]
          [3], and in these cases the radiologically inserted gastrostomy (RIG) technique represents an effective alternative [4]
          [5]. In our study we decided to perform a PEG placement in five out of 12 patients because they had an unresectable cancer and the gastrostomy represented a palliative procedure. Regarding cooperation between radiologists and endoscopists, we think that it could be interesting to show the feasibility of a combined method (transnasal endoscopy and RIG technique) and to compare it with the transnasal endoscopic procedure.
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