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As one who pioneered live endoscopy demonstrations many years ago, and who also raised concern about their safety and ethics [1], I was delighted to read the reassuring report from the Brussels group [2]. They are to be congratulated on two counts. The results themselves are impressive, showing no increased risk amongst patients undergoing procedures during their prestigious meetings, when compared with routine cases. Also, it is most impressive that they were able to assemble the data for this report, over a period of 12 years.

The authors emphasize strongly the importance of having one of the “home faculty” in the endoscopy room during all procedures, a recommendation that has been made in an official American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) publication [3]. They state clearly that “the message of this study is not that live demonstrations are safe and ethical in every case…” Many of us have seen situations where sensible precautions were not followed, with unfortunate results. Continued vigilance is necessary.
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