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ABSTRACT

        
The purpose of this research project was to investigate the relationship between skin color and level of perceived physical attractiveness. Previous research suggested that skin color plays an important role in how we perceive an individual's physical attractiveness. The current study was conducted to determine how influential the role of race is on perceptions of physical attractiveness. In this study, 79 subjects were asked to evaluate images of potential endorsers to be used in an upcoming advertising campaign. The images were those of females of varying skin tones. Data were then collected and analyzed to determine whether skin tone and level of skin color can in fact influence the physical attractiveness stereotype.


      

KEYWORDS

Skin tone - skin color - physical attractiveness - advertising images - African American images in advertising






REFERENCES


	
[bookmark: R00597-1]1 Frisby C M. Black like me: effects of idealized images on African American women's perceptions of body and self-esteem. Paper presented at the Association of Education in Journalism and Mass Communication August 2000 Phoenix, AZ; 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-2]2 Russell K, Wilson M, Hall R. The Color Complex: The Politics of Skin Color Among African Americans. 1st ed. New York; Harcourt Brace Jovanovich 1992 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-3]3 
              Keenan K. 
              Skin tones and physical features of blacks in magazine advertisements. 
              Journalism Mass Commun Q. 
              1996; 
              73 
              905-912 
            





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-4]4 
              Leslie M. 
              Slow fade to advertising in Ebony magazine, 1957-1989. 
              Journalism Mass Commun Q. 
              1995; 
              72 
              426-435 
            





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-5]5 Van Riper F. The negatives of fakery. The Washington Post; July 22, 1994 p. N56 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-6]6 Kurtz H. Time's ‘sinister’ Simpson; cover photo was computer enhanced. The Washington Post; June 22, 1994 Style, p. D1 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-7]7 Ducille A. Skin Trade. Cambridge, MA; Harvard University Press 1996 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-8]8 
              Neal A M, Wilson M L. 
              The role of skin color and features in the black community: implications for black women and therapy. 
              Clin Psychol Rev. 
              1989; 
              9 
              323-333 
            





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-9]9 Lipsitz G. The greatest story ever sold: marketing and the O. J. Simpson trial. In: Morrison T, Lacour CB Birth of a Nation'hood: Gaze, Script, and the Spectacle in the O. J. Simpson Case. New York; Pantheon Books 1997: 54-57 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-10]10 
              Thompson M S, Keith V M. 
              The blacker the berry: gender, skin tone, self-esteem and self-efficacy. 
              Gend Soc. 
              2001; 
              15 
              336-357 
            





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-11]11 Weiten W. PSYK.TREK 2.0: A Multimedia Introduction to Psychology. New York, NY; Wadsworth 2002 



Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-12]12 
              Dion K, Berscheid E, Walster E. 
              What is beautiful is good. 
              J Pers Soc Psychol. 
              1972; 
              24 
              285-290 
            





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: R00597-13]13 Frisby C M. Beyond the looking glass: thoughts and feelings of African American images in advertisements by Caucasian consumers. Paper presented at the Association of Education in Journalism and Mass Communication August 1999 New Orleans, LA; 



Google Scholar









[bookmark: SIG1]Cynthia M FrisbyPh.D. 



Missouri School of Journalism, University of Missouri-Columbia




360 McReynolds Hall, Columbia, MO 65211























  >
  
  

    
  

  
    
      
        

      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 3.215.186.75
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  