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Summary

        
1. Acetylsalicylate and salicylate inhibited urea synthesis by isolated rat hepatocytes and citrulline synthesis by isolated rat mitochondria. The effects were dose-dependent and occurred at drug concentrations seen in salicylate induced hepatoxicity.


        
2. Although ATP concentration was decreased in the hepatocytes the effect of the salicylates on citrulline synthesis remained after treatment with oligomycin and carbonyl cyanide m-chlorophenyl hydrazone. This suggests that the effect is independent of uncoupling of oxidative phosphorylation.


        
3. This in vitro inhibition of urea synthesis by salicylates is similar to that produced by valproate and endogenous organic acids, which are also associated with hyperammonaemic clinical toxicity, and is a possible mechanism for the action of salicylates in the hyperammonaemia of Reye's syndrome.
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