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Abstract

        
The antitumor effects of IFNα is mainly mediated by the activation of cytotoxic T lymphocytes (CTLs), the activation of natural killer (NK) cells, and the generation of highly potent antigen-presenting dendritic cells (IFN-DCs). Recently, we demonstrated that these cells partially express the NK cell marker CD56 and reveal a direct cytotoxic immunity towards tumor cells. The aim of the present study was to explore these cells in more detail with respect to their phenotypical and functional characteristics. Flowcytometric analyses revealed that a 5-day incubation time of CD14+ monocytes with IFNα results in a steady increase of CD56 surface expression of these cells from 25% (±2%) on day 1 up to 68% (±11%) on day 5. Interestingly, additional culturing of negatively selected CD56- IFN-DCs also resulted in a partial CD56 surface expression. By comparing both cell types in more detail we found a significant decrease of CD14 expression on CD56+ IFN-DCs (66±6%) compared to CD56- IFN-DCs (76±6%). On the basis of functional tests, CD56+ IFN-DCs revealed a slightly increased phagocytosis capacity compared to CD56- IFN-DCs as only 82% of CD56- IFN-DCs showed a positive intracytoplasmatic signal after 60 minutes coculturing with FITC-labeled albumin, whereas 91% of CD56+ IFN-DCs were positive. Moreover, CD56+ IFN-DCs revealed a stronger T cell stimulation capacity compared to CD56- IFN-DCs. These results together with our previously described data suggest that CD56+ IFN-DCs and CD56- IFN-DCs may represent one identical cell population with different maturation status rather than two separate cell entities. Because of their high stimulating capacity and their direct cytolytic effects these cells represent a new promising tool for cellular anticancer therapy.
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