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Abstract

        
Despite its known biological effect on epithelial cells, 13-cis-retinoic acid shows low binding affinity to either cellular retinoic acid-binding proteins or nuclear retinoid receptors compared to its isomer all-trans-retinoic acid. We have postulated a prodrug-drug relation with 13-cis-retinoic acid which isomerizes to all-trans-retinoic acid. On the other hand, the biological effects of these two compounds can differ in the widely used cell culture models of HaCaT and normal primary keratinocytes. In this study, we seeded HaCaT and normal keratinocytes at high densities leading to early confluence in order to imitate high keratinocyte proliferation, such as in acne and psoriasis, while to model decreased keratinocyte proliferation, as in aged and steroid-damaged skin, cells were seeded at a low density. High performance liquid chromatography was administered to examine retinoid uptake and metabolism in monolayer HaCaT and normal keratinocyte cultures and the 4-methylumbelliferyl heptanoate assay to estimate cell growth at different cell densities. Major qualitative and quantitative differences were detected in the two cell types regarding intracellular 13-cis-retinoic acid isomerization to all-trans-retinoic acid. On the other hand, the two retinoic acid isomers showed similar effects on cell growth of both cell types tested with increasing proliferation at low cell densities, but being rather inactive at high ones in normal keratinocytes and exhibiting an antiproliferative effect in HaCaT keratinocytes. The missing effect of retinoids on cell proliferation in high seeding densities of normal keratinocytes may indicate that the normalizing activity of retinoids on hyperkeratotic diseases, such as acne or psoriasis, is likely to be carried out by modulation of cell differentiation than cell growth. On the other hand, induced keratinocyte proliferation in low seeding densities may provide an explanation for the acanthosis induced by topical retinoids in aged and steroid-damaged skin.
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