
While the need for systematic 
research, there is still a place, and an important one, for the 
shrewd, and sometimes fortuitous clinical observation. At the 
bottom of this observation, there. is a clinician capable of singling 
out, among the vast stream of every-day clinical information, the 
item which bears novelty or points to, maybe even explains, a 
mechanism htherto unknown, or poorly understood. No large- 
scale effort of robotic medicine will do away with this need for 
serendipity in clinical medicine, and it is not &ficult to predict 
that the human genome project will rather increase the value of 
such observations which help, in many ways, to translate basic 
science hack intn clinical practice or to ask new questions. 

Singling out new entities among the myriad appearances of 
human disease bears that @ty of novelty, even if it is some- 
times crude in the beginning and in need of subsequent refine- 
ment. 

The b t  description of the "Myehopathia centralis W a "  by 
Hanefeld and colleagues (Neuropediatrics 24, 244-248 [1993]) 
was a nice example and has found subsequent independent 
co~rmat ion  (1, 2). I am sure that the description of a "leuko- 
encephalopathy with temporal lobe cysts" (Neuropediatrics 29, 
225-228 [1998]) by Olivier and colleagues will sirmlarly stand its 
ground, and the Journal is proud to host these and other out- 
standing contributions to pediatric neurology. 

Even if unexplained in terms of pathophysiology, the observation 
of a spontaneously regressing pontine glioma by Lenard and 
colleagues (this issue) raises a question of comparable importance 
which highlights our kck of understanding of tumor biology 
regarding pontine gliomas. NEUROPEDIATRICS will continue 
to reserve space on center stage for such important contributions, 
and the first issue of 1999 will focus attention on a new 
neurometabolic disorder, a primary disturbance of leukotriene 
metabolism, which might open the door to a whole new class of 
neurometabolic disorders. 

Over the years, a dedicated community of researchers, both 
clinicians and basic scientists, have helped to create this forum 
of the Journal, and I am deeply gmteful for their high-profile 
contributions, both as authors and as reviewers. The latter is an 
unavoidable and offen strenuous task without which it would be 

The expert knowledge and support of the following colleagues a r o  

D. D. Armstrong 
K. Aso 
G. Auburger 
B. Bourgeois 
G. Cioni 
S. Constantini 
E Cowan 
P Duffner 
E Epstein 
M. Forsting 
J. G-er 
R. M. Gardiner 
M. K. Georgieff 
G. Gillessen-Kaesbach 
r! Glass 
U. Gobel 
R. Gold 
J. A. Golden 
E Gouti&res 

B. Hagberg 
B. Hauffa 
E Weinen 
E Hentati 
B. Horsthemke 
K. linuma 
J. Jaeken 
T Klockgether 
M. van der Knaap 
R. Korinthenberg 
C. H. Lam 
J. L6ger 
W J. Logan 
B. Lorenz 
T G. Luersson 
F? Meinecke 
E. Mercuri 
M. Mizuguchi 
K. Midler 

impossible for an editor to steer the process of evaluation, and for 
authors to cast their raw material into proper form. The names of 
the many colleagues around the world who supported the Journal 
by their expert knowledge in form of reviews is Listed below. 
At the same time I would like to thank Prof. Paul Evrard, Paris, 
and Prof. H. J. Huffinan, Toronto, for their generous help and 
support as members of the Editorial Board. My welcome goes to 
the new members, Dr. Mario S. van der K m p ,  Amsterdam, and 
Prof. 1. M. F. Pijbels, Nijmegen, who have already contributed 
steadily in the past and wdl now strengthen the expertise of the 
Wtorial Board, particularly in neuroimaging and biochemistry. 
Publisbg good science in an anonymous and possibly empty 
virtual space may be a futile exercise. NEUROPEDIATRICS is 
therefore grateful for the very active and howledgeable reader- 
ship it has enjoyed over the last years who, by actively using the 
lnfarmation provided by the Journal, have increased the impact 
factor to 1.98. Tms makes NEUROPEDIATFUCS the currently 
leading journal in pediatric neurology worldwide. 
The distribution of NEUROPEDIATRICS will gain further from 
the fact that it has been elected "Official Organ of the Society for 
Neuro@atrics (Gesellxhaft fiir Neuropidiatrie)" which unites 
pediatric neurologists from Austria, Germany and Switzerland, 
as well as from other European countries. 
Striving for excellence is a never ending challenge. At best this 
should be a mutual process between the Journal, its authors and 
readers. Having already gone quite a way together in this way we 
shall even step up our endeavors, not least for the benefit of our 
little patients who need this effort so much. 
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