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ABSTRACT

        
Patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) is a common form of congenital heart disease in full-term infants. To investigate the morbidities associated with a left to right PDA shunt, we produced a PDA in six full-term newborn piglets (less than 36 hours old) by bathing the ductus arteriosus with prostaglandin E (PGE) and infiltrating it with formalin. In five age-matched piglets, the ductus arteriosus was ligated to serve as controls. Microsphere determinations of left ventricular output (LVO) and regional blood flow (Q) were made on three consecutive days. We produced left to right shunts of 36 to 47% (mean) in the experimental piglets. The experimental piglets had a 22 to 36% increase in LVO with a one- to twofold reduction in percentage of LVO to the kidneys and carcass (p < 0.05). Although percentage of LVO to the gastrointestinal tract was reduced (p < 0.05), no reduction of absolute Q to the gastrointestinal tract was observed. Brain and heart Q were similar in both groups. We conclude that significant hemodynamic changes result from left to right shunting in the full-term newborn piglet with PDA. These hemodynamic changes, such as reduction in renal blood flow, are relevant information that will help explain the morbidities observed in infants with a hemodynamically significant PDA with a left to right shunt.
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