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Abstract

        
Initial reporting and validation of the Camino miniaturised fibreoptic cerebral intraparenchymal pressure monitoring device has indicated that this tip transducing system (a) allows direct measurement of brain tissue pressure, (b) has a rapid response rate to intracranial changes and (c) correlates well with intraventricular pressure. However, there are no specific reports of this form of monitoring during non-traumatic coma in children, or any evaluation of change in clinical practice when compared with experience of other forms of invasive intracranial pressure monitoring.


        
Over a 5-year-period (1985-1989) on the General Paediatric Intensive Care Unit, 74 children with presumed raised intracranial pressure complicating non-traumatic coma have had invasive intracranial pressure monitoring with a variety of devices. An intraventricular catheter was used in 16 patients, a subdural catheter in 6 patients, a subarachnoid screw in 35 patients and a fibreoptic intraparenchymal catheter in 17 patients. In 1985 to 1986 our preferred technique was the subarachnoid screw (33/49 patients monitored). Between 1987 and 1989 we have mainly used the Camino fibreoptic intraparenchymal monitoring system (17/25 patients monitored). In the whole series there were no cases of acute haemorrhage related to monitoring and only one patient developed infection and in this child an intraventricular catheter was used. The experience with the fibreoptic system has been favourable and the technique for insertion does not require additional expertise in comparison with standard subarachnoid screw pressure monitoring.


        
Therefore in young children with raised intracranial pressure complicating non-traumatic coma, cerebral fibreoptic intraparenchymal pressure monitoring should be used in preference to standard subarachnoid screw pressure monitoring. Furthermore because of the ease of insertion this can be considered a worthwhile alternative to intraventricular pressure monitoring, particularly in patients with small or collapsed ventricles where ventriculostomy is expected to be difficult.
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