
Occurrence of Andermann Syndrome out of French Canada 
Agenesis of the Corpus Callosum with Neuronopathy

By P A. Battistella
Department of Pediatrics, University of Padova, Italy

239

Hauser et al (3) have reported on two siblings,
born in Austria, who fulfiIl the major criteria for the diagnosis
ofAndermann syndrome (1). The authors emphasize that this is
the first report case of Andermann syndrome occurring outside
French Canada.

In 1987, we described (2) a 6-year-old male pa
tient suffering from spastic tetraparesis, striking muscular
hyposthenia, hypotonia and distal hypotrophy of aIl four limbs,
absence of tendon reflexes, strabismus convergens, bilateral
ptosis, scoliosis, moderate mental retardation (IQ = 67 on the
Stanford Binet Scale) and total absence of the corpus caIlosum
(CT). Neurophysiological examination revealed signs of
denervation (electromyogram), reduced motor nerve conduc
tion velocity (external sciatic-popliteal nerve 24 mIsec, median
nerve 41.5 mlsec) with normal brainstem auditory evoked po
tentials and visual evoked potentials. Neuropathological find
ings consisted of reduced myelinated fibres (peroneal nerve) and
signs of chronic denervation and reinnervation (quadriceps
femoris muscle). The parents were healthy and non-consan
guineous; they came from the Veneto region of Italy. The clini
cal, neurophysiological and neuroradiological findings in our
case report are consistent with the conditions described by

Erratum

In No. 2, Vol. 24, pp. 107-110 we published
an article entitled "Occurrence of Andermann syndrome out
of French Canada - Agenesis of the corpus caIlosum with
neuronopathy" by E. Hauser et al. Dr. Harvey B. Sarnat,
Seattle, USA, was now so kind to alert us to the semantical
error that "out of French Canada" should, correctly, have
been altered into "outside French Canada", thereby confer
ring the precise meaning that the patient reported was not
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Andermann (1): this was the first case to be reported of the oc
currence of Andermann syndrome outside Charlevoix County
and the Saguenay-Lac St-Jean area of Quebec.
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observed within French Canada. Of course the fault lies with
the editor who, Dr. Sarnat suggested, might have gathered
the correct meaning by thinking of the weIl known film "Out
of Africa", meaning "A story from within Africa", starring
Robert Redford and Meryl Streep. IncidentaIly the German
title of this film was "Jenseits von Afrika" (literaIly: Beyond
Africa) indicating outside Africa rather than within. The
editor has learned from this anecdote how treacherous it may
be to rely on film titles for one's own education and apo
logizes.
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