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Dae Hong Min, M.D., Ph.D., 1934 to 2015 

Tae Hui Bae, Woo Seob Kim, Han Koo Kim
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Dae Hong Min, M.D., Ph.D., a past president of the Korean Society of Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgeons and a past president of the Korean Society for Aesthetic Plastic 
Surgery, died in Seoul on June 1, 2015. He was 81 years old.

Dr. Min was born in Seoul on March 3, 1934. He graduated with a degree in medicine 
from Yonsei University in 1958. From 1958 to 1962, he served in the Navy of the Re-
public of Korea as a senior lieutenant. He then trained in general surgery and plastic sur-
gery at Yonsei University Severance Hospital from 1962 to 1967. He was the first trainee 
in plastic surgery under Dr. Jae Duck Yu, who was the first practitioner of plastic and re-
constructive surgery in Korea. 

Dr. Min remained on the staff at Yonsei University Severance Hospital until 1971. 
On May 15, 1966, the Korean Society of Plastic Reconstructive Surgeons was estab-

lished.  Dr. Min was among the initial members of the organization and played a leader-
ship role as executive director.

In 1972 he founded the Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at Chung-
Ang University Hospital. He worked hard to train the upcoming generations until his re-
tirement in 1999.

As one of the pioneers of Korean plastic and aesthetic surgery, Dr. Min served as the 
president of the Korean Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons (1980–1982), 
the president of the Korean Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery (1985–1990), and the 
chair of the Korean Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons (1990–1991).

His friends, colleagues, and students remember him as a true gentleman, teacher, and 
life mentor who lived as a leader in Korean Plastic Surgery (Figure).
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