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Abstract

        
Deep soft tissue injuries and defects in the digits such as pulp amputation and
                    degloving injuries are relatively frequent in hand surgical practice. Injuries
                    around the thumb constitute a specific subtype, because their fitting requires
                    the use of techniques that are different from standard. Many different surgical
                    options have been described for the treatment of these serious lesions,
                    depending on site and size of the defect, as well as on bone exposition. The
                    “kite flap” is one of the most popular and frequently used.
                    Results of the treatment of 14 of the 22 patients whose defects in the thumb
                    were fitted with the kite flap are presented. The flaps healed in all patients.
                    At the mean follow-up of 3 years all patients declared satisfaction with the
                    result of surgery. Most of them had slightly limited mobility of the operated
                    thumbs but with no significant translation to the function of the hands, which
                    was very good. The results of this study show that the kite flap is useful in
                    reconstruction of soft tissue defects around the thumb, which are difficult to
                    cover by more conventional techniques

      

        
Zusammenfassung

        
Weichteildefekte an den Fingern wie Fingerkuppenamputationen kommen sehr
                    häufig vor, wobei Defekte am Daumen eine besondere Herausforderung sind.
                    Von den verschiedenen Behandlungsoptionen ist der „Kite-Flap“
                    eine der am häufigsten verwendeten. Die Ergebnisse der Defektdeckung am
                    Daumen mittels eines „Kite-Flaps“ von 14 von 22 Patienten werden
                    berichtet. Alle Lappen heilten ein. Drei Jahre postoperativ waren alle Patienten
                    mit dem Ergebnis zufrieden. Bei den meisten fand sich eine leichte
                    Bewegungseinschränkung des operierten Daumens, ohne dass dies jedoch die
                    Funktion der Hand beeinträchtigte. Insgesamt hat sich der
                    „Kite-Flap“ zur Defektdeckung am Daumen bewährt.

      


        

Key words

        Thumb soft tissue defect - 
        „Kite-flap“
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