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Abstract

        

          
Introduction: We have examined the association of bone mineral density of patients with inflammatory bowel disease with a polymorphism in the gene encoding the vitamin D receptor. The thymine/cytosine (T/C) polymorphism in the first of two start codons can be defined by a restriction fragment length polymorphism using the restriction endonuclease FokI. Vitamin D receptor alleles containing the polymorphism have been denoted by f and alleles lacking the site by F. Methods: We report on an association analysis of a basic population of 244 caucasian patients with Crohn's disease. We have genotyped the FokI polymorphism of the VDR in these patients and associated the genotype with the bone mineral density of the lumbar spine and the femoral neck. Results: In the cohort 42 % of the patients were scored FF homozygous, 43.7 % Ff heterozygous, and 14.3 % ff homozygous. 14.4 % of the FF patients, 18.8 % of the Ff patients, and 9.7 % of the ff patients had osteoporosis of the lumbar spine and 21.25 % of the FF patients, 25.3 % of the Ff patients, and 18.5 % of the ff patients had osteoporosis of the femoral neck. In this cohort no association between the genotype and the bone mineral density in the group as a whole nor when separated according to sex or age was found. Conclusions: In summary in our cohort no association of the FokI polymorphism and the BMD of the lumbar spine and femoral neck in patients with inflammatory bowel disease was found.
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