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ABSTRACT

        
Treatment of patients with bleeding disorders (especially those with hemophilia) with blood products has been associated with infections with blood-borne viruses. Of these, hepatitis B and C viruses (HBV and HCV, respectively) and the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) have created major health problems. Although virus-inactivation procedures have virtually eliminated these viruses from newer factor concentrates since 1985, the risk remains in developing countries where there is no ready access to these concentrates. Although a few of these countries have established their own fractionation facilities and in others the respective governments make concentrates available, the large majority of countries still face the problems of blood-borne infections. HCV will invariably lead to liver damage and many hemophiliacs who were exposed to the HCV virus will succumb to cirrhosis. Only approximately 10% of hemophilic patients infected with HCV will clear the infection naturally. Coinfection with HIV shortens the life expectancy. The HIV epidemic in hemophiliacs began in the mid-1980s. Patients in developed countries were especially affected because they were predominantly treated with factor concentrates that were manufactured from thousands of blood donors. Hemophiliacs in developing countries have considerably less HIV infection, although it does exist and depends largely on the source of the plasma fractions. Progress has been made not only in the purification of factor concentrates, but also in the understanding of the HIV virus and in the development of antiretroviral treatment modalities. However, there are still several challenges in delivering antiretroviral treatment that must be addressed before the full impact of these transmitted infections is known.
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