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Please let me state my astonishment regarding the editorial “Who’s doing your scan?” [1]. From a neurological standpoint, there are extreme differences in the quality of British and German vascular ultrasound, such as the grading of carotid stenosis. The multidisciplinary German-Austrian guideline on the diagnosis, treatment and follow-up of extracranial carotid stenosis recommends ultrasonography as the main diagnostic technique [2] with application of the current DEGUM criteria [3]. In the United Kingdom, however, an ultrasound scan is applied only as a screening test. Further tests such as CTA or MRA are necessary to confirm the diagnosis [4]. As ultrasound equipment is the same in the UK and Germany, only the differences in scan application (technician vs. physician) can explain the differences seen in the quality of the results. Moreover, according to the German-Austrian guideline [2], ultrasonography performed by a physician is given preference over CTA and MRA, the diagnostic standards in the UK.
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