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ABSTRACT

        
In this article we describe the AudiSee system, an audiovisual-FM system designed primarily for use in classroom settings. First, the rationale underlying the development of AudiSee is discussed. Then, the components of the audiovisual-FM system are described. Finally, an experiment designed to evaluate the effects of visual background distractions on speechreading performance using AudiSee is presented. Three aspects of visual background distractions were investigated: (1) the orientation of AudiSee's mini-camera and a video monitor (portrait vs. landscape), (2) the nature of the visual backdrop (neutral/non-obtrusive vs. colorful/distracting), and (3) the magnitude of head movements made by the speaker while producing the test stimuli (none, moderate, and large amounts of head movement). Twenty sentences were recorded under each of the 12 experimental conditions (2 orientations × 2 visual backdrops × 3 head movement conditions). Fourteen subjects completed a closed-set sentence recognition task in a visual-alone modality (speechreading). The results failed to reveal any differences among the 12 experimental conditions investigated. These findings suggest that the visual background distractions recorded by AudiSee's mini-camera do not interfere with speechreading performance. 
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