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ABSTRACT

        
Obstetrical brachial plexus paralysis (OBPP) is a complex, multifaceted disorder with potentially disabling sequalae. Although the shoulder is the most frequently affected joint, the forearm, wrist, and hand may also display diabling deformities. In sequalae involving the forearm, the most frequent deformity is supination contractures followed by pronation contractures. Treatment of OBPP has recently focused on early microsurgical repair; nonetheless, palliative surgery still plays a critical role in the overall reconstructive planning in order to diminish the sequalae of OBPP and improve function of the upper extremity. The preferred palliative surgical proceures for the forearm and hand include flexor or extensor tendon transfers, free muscle transfers, opponensplasty, and bone fusion. The most commonly restored functions are elbow flexion and extension, finger flexion and extension, and, in some cases, shoulder abduction and intrinsic substitution.
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