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Introduction

Controversy still persists over the treatment of acute type-A aortic dissection in octogenarians, due to the high rates of mortality and the associated morbidity. The International Registry of Acute Aortic Dissection database has identified an age of 70 years and older as one predictor of death in type-A dissection procedures [[1]]. Nevertheless, recent technical surgical improvements in emergency surgery for acute type-A aortic dissection have resulted in a marked decline in hospital mortality.

We report two cases of octogenarians with acute type-A aortic dissection treated with surgery using a two-step aortic cross-clamping technique (see [Fig. 1]).


          


            
Fig. 1 A to F First Step of aortic cross-clamping and application of Bioglue inside the aortic wall (A); replacement of the ascending aorta by a Dacron tube (B); the innominate artery is clamped, the aorta is unclamped, the Dacron tube is transversally opened, the Djumbodis is introduced inside the aortic arch (C); the Djumbodis is opened and adapted to the shape of aortic arch (D); Second Step with Dacron tube cross-clamping and suture of prosthesis with running 4/0 propylene suture (E); final result (F).
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